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COMMISSION TO END POVERTY 
 

Goal:   
Ensure continued funding and look for bold 
proposals rather than just tinkering with   
current programs. 
 

Outcome:   
¨  The Commission was appointed and 

$250,000 was appropriated for its work 
over the next two years. This work 
should begin late this summer. 

 
MINIMUM WAGE 
Goal:  
Increase the minimum wage to at least 
$7.25 an hour. 
 

Outcome:   
State advocates continued to push for a 
higher minimum wage on the heels of a 
modest victory in the last session.  While 
the state effort stalled, President Bush 
signed the “Fair Minimum Wage Act of 
2007”  into law on May 25th, which will 
raise the lowest pay from $5.15/hr to 
$7.25/hr over a three year period.            
Minnesota’s current level of $6.15 per hour 
is higher than the first federal increase to 
$5.85 which goes into effect on July 23rd of 
this year. 

 

HEALTH CARE 
 

Goal:   
Pass the “MN Children’s Health Security 
Act”  to ensure health coverage for the 
70,000 uninsured children in our state and 
move towards health care for all Minneso-
tans. 
 

Outcome:   
¨  The Children’s Health Security Act as a 

major reform did not make it through 
the process due to the significant finan-
cial cost. However, more than 30,000 
previously uninsured children will be 
covered by Medical Assistance and 
MinnesotaCare. 

¨  20,000 more adults will be covered—
adults without children up to 200% fed-
eral poverty guideline (FPG) beginning 
January 1, 2008 and 215% FPG in July 
2009. 

¨  Lifts the eligibility requirement of a 
permanent address for MNCare that 
previously excluded homeless adults 
without kids. 

¨  Eliminates premium increases imposed 
in 2003 for MNCare. 
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Following in the footsteps of Jesus often places us close to intense human suffering and the 
pain of injustice.  Too often, however, we wallow in this pain without stepping back and  
appreciating how our collective efforts have curbed both present and future suffering.  The 
Office for Social Justice pauses after this legislative session to thank you for working to 
change public policies centered on human dignity. 
 
This legislative session brings victories that will have a real and immediate impact on      
people’s lives, along with some missed opportunities and victims of the veto pen.  Here’s a 
look at how our priorities fared after the dust of the 2007 session finally settled:     
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HOUSING &  HOMELESSNESS 
 

Goals:   
Support the passage of the Housing Solutions Act, 
which would fund a range of housing needs, in-
cluding rental assistance, development of work-
force housing and an innovative matching program 
that encourages local communities to develop af-
fordable housing. 
 

Encourage funding for the State Plan to End Long-
term Homelessness. 
 
Support funding for the Runaway & Homeless 
Youth Act, which would increase funding for 
emergency shelters, transitional housing programs 
and outreach to homeless youth. 
 

Outcomes:   
The Housing Solutions Act did not pass because 
the deed tax (.17% real estate surcharge on the 
deed transfer tax) proved too controversial a fund-
ing source. However, the next biennium will see an 
$89.8 million base budget, the largest housing 
budget in the state’s history. 
 

¨  A one-time $750,000 increase for transitional 
housing. 

¨  $600,000 additional dollars for emergency 
housing services. 

¨  $2 million one-time only increase for long-
term homelessness for a total of $12 million. 

¨  $15 million for Family Homeless Prevention, 
an increase of $7.5 million in the base. 

¨  Prisoner Reentry Initiative-- funded by the De-
partment of Corrections at $15 million.  $1.6 
million will be used in a county pilot that in-
cludes a housing component. 

 

$1 million dollars was allocated for these pro-
grams.  While the original ask was for $4 million, 
this is a considerable victory to build upon. 
 
 

MINNESOTA FAMILY INVESTMENT   
PROGRAM (MFIP) 
Goal:   
¨  Increase the exit level for the program and al-

low MFIP recipients to earn a higher income 
before losing all cash assistance. 

¨  Use state-only funds to support and maintain 
services to the most challenged families, while 
keeping the state of Minnesota in compliance 
with federal guidelines. 

¨  Restore cuts in grants for families who have            
disabled members or live in subsidized hous-
ing.   

¨  Eliminate the rule that a parent must work at 
least 20 hours/wk before being allowed any 
significant education or training. 

¨  Defend non-citizens from being cut off state-
only funded food stamps and the state-only 
funded MFIP program. 

 

Outcome:  
¨  More access to training/education for parents 

trying work their way off welfare. 
¨  Financial support for paid work experience 

programs. 
¨  Room for more flexibility in services to the 

most challenged families. 
¨  Restoration of full grants to parents and chil-

dren with disabilities. 
¨  More appropriate and more stable services for    

refugees. 
 
 

GLOBAL WARMING 
 

Goal:   
Move towards global warming solutions through 
state actions to modernize the energy system by 
increasing energy efficiency, making greater use of 
clean, renewable energy, and reducing global 
warming pollutants. 
 

Outcome:   
Passed the "Next Generation Energy Act of 2007" 
which includes strong global warming and energy 
savings provisions. Archbishop Flynn was influen-
tial in setting the stage for legislative deliberations 
by speaking to the issue in a rare joint session of 
the House and Senate.  In the end, the legislation 
passed by a combined vote of 184-14! 
 
¨  Minnesota now has the goal of reducing global 

warming pollution 80% by 2050.  In addition, 
an emission reductions action plan is due to the 
legislature by February 2008 and a program to 
reduce power plant emissions must begin by 
August 1, 2009. 

 
¨  Minnesota also created the most aggressive 

renewable electricity standard in the country, 
which will ensure that approximately 25% of 
our state©s electricity comes from renewable 
sources by 2020. 




¨  Finally, MN set a goal of reducing energy de-
mand by 1.5% each year, which would realize 
a 25% reduction in electricity and natural gas 
use by 2025. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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IMMIGRATION 
 

Goal: 
¨  Access to driver’s training, insurance and 

licensing for undocumented immigrants. 
¨  Uphold right of local governments to 

pass “separation ordinances”  like the 
ones found in Minneapolis and St. Paul.  
This keeps local police from enforcing 
federal immigration laws, which in turn 
promotes community policing and pro-
tects victims of crimes, such as domestic 
violence. 

¨  Increased funding for Adult Basic Ed and 
English Language Learning. 

¨  Passage of the MN Dream Act. 
 

Outcome: 
¨  Driver’s licenses were not discussed this 

session. 
¨  No major threats to separation ordinances 

were proposed at the state level, though 
Senator Coleman proposed a federal ban 
on separation ordinances.  His amend-
ment failed by one vote. 

¨  Adult Basic Ed/English Language 
Learner’s received the $3 million goal. 

¨  While the MN Dream Act was stripped 
from the Higher Education omnibus bill 
under veto threat from the Governor, a 
compromise was reached.  Seven com-
munity and technical colleges will now 
offer in-state tuition to all students, in-
cluding undocumented students.  This is 
a great victory considering the political 
wedge-issue this provision had become. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILD CARE 
 

Goal: 
¨  Eliminate or revise the 25 day absence 

rule for child care subsidies’  which af-
fects families in transition and children 
with chronic illness. 

¨  Increase funding for the Basic Sliding 
Fee Child Care Program. 

 

Outcome: 
¨  In last minute negotiations, funding for 

exemptions to the 25 day rule was de-
layed until the next biennium. Beginning 
in 2009 families will not be penalized for 
absences caused by reasonable occur-
rences: exemption for teen parents in spe-
cific supportive teen parent programs; 
additional flexibility for families with 
regards to who signs off on a sick day; 
and allows counties to be more permis-
sive if the local market justifies it. 

  

¨  Decrease in the co-pays for Child Care 
Assistance Program: reduces the highest 
amount from 18% of gross household 
income to 14%; families between 75-
100% of federal poverty guidelines pay 
$5 co-pay instead of $1. 

�

 
FAIR HIRING PRACTICES 

 

Goal:   
Pass legislation that would seal most arrest 
records that resulted in acquittals and        
dismissals.  This would greatly affect those 
seeking employment and housing and       
protects the presumption of innocence. 
 

Outcome:   
This bill was passed through the senate but 
was not included in the final omnibus     
package. �
�
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As always, we must remember that every piece of legislation has a human face behind it.  $1 
million cut from homelessness initiatives means that 100 families will no longer receive key 
anti-poverty services.  A small bump in eligibility guidelines for MN Care means health cover-
age for hundreds of struggling workers.  The budget is now set, but its impact is just beginning. 
 
 Our collective advocacy over these past months has made a difference.  The emails, phone calls 
and meetings with legislators move us closer towards the common good.  Please take a moment 
to celebrate our accomplishments and thank all those who took time out of their lives to advo-
cate for justice during this session. 
  

Kathy Tomlin & Patrick Ness 
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At the close of the legislature we found 
ourselves in a classic battle over how 
much to invest in the infrastructure of our 
state and in the people who cannot meet 
their basic needs. 
 
A few years ago, when the state fell on 
hard times and was facing a budget defi-
cit, programs for those living in poverty 
were cut. 
 
Ironically, in a time when Minnesota is 
doing fairly well economically, there isn’ t  
consensus enough to invest the sorely 
needed public dollars to adequately pay 
for health care, education, and the other 
needs that are literally shouting out for 
attention. Good times or bad, the most 
vulnerable can’ t quite get a fair shake. 
 
This budget battle happened at a time 
when most social service organizations in 
the state are experiencing double digit 
increases in the demand for basic ser-
vices. Real people are suffering real pain. 
 
Legislators, while reworking the health 
and human services bill, were embroiled 
in a fight that pit one program against 
another. At the same time social service 
organizations are begging the private 
sector to help them meet these burgeoning 
needs through private contributions. The 
need for private donations is increasing at 
a record pace. 
 
Thank goodness these development 
efforts are at a fever pitch because the 
notion that people would rather voluntar-
ily contribute to charities than see their 
taxes increase has prevailed during the 
2007 legislative session. 
 
The sad truth however, is that even if 
these development efforts doubled private 
philanthropy overnight, most social 
service organizations would not be able to 
meet the needs at the front door. In fact, 
many of these groups rely on government 
grants in order to provide housing, emer-
gency services, mental health counseling 
or programs for at risk youth. 
 

  
Let’s see how bad the situation can get. In 
the last couple of weeks, 
¨  The Department of Corrections 

brought a man who was released from 
prison to the Dorothy Day Center in 
St. Paul. The man was wheelchair 
bound. When the attendant dropped 
him off, he took the wheelchair back 
to the van and returned to the prison. 
The man was left on the sidewalk. 

 
¨  In another incident, a young woman 

who had been in an almost fatal car 
accident was released from a local 
hospital and sent by cab to an at risk 
youth shelter. She had had surgery on 
her hip and was left, with a bag of 
medicine and a walker, to find her 
own safe space for recuperation. 

 
Some might reflect on these two events as 
isolated and not typical of the institutions 
and systems in our state. But, unfortu-
nately, these two stories are just two 
among myriad stories that cry out for the 
private and public sector to work together. 
Public and private dollars used to allevi-
ate poverty not only improve the lives of 
those being helped, but they make the 
entire community whole again. 
 

 Kathleen Tomlin 
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As the number of sisters at St. Paul’s 
Benedictine Monastery has declined 
significantly over the years, the Sisters 
realized they no longer required the large 
100,000 square foot monastery, located 
on Larpenteur and Century Avenues in 
Maplewood.  Their goals: 
¨  build a small monastery on the 

property to better suit their needs; 
¨  allow Tubman Family Alliance, a 

full service family violence preven-
tion agency, to provide short term 
housing to abuse victims, as well as 
consolidate their operations for 
Maplewood and East Metro suburbs. 

¨  allow Commonbond Communities to 
develop senior housing and rental 
town homes for working families. 

 

The problem: Some Maplewood residents 
strongly objected to the plan, citing safety 
and security concerns, as well as fear of 
increased traffic and decreased property 
values. 
 

The solution:  Social Justice Committees 
at neighboring parishes acted collectively 
in support of the Sisters’  plans.  At 
Transfiguration, they first used the 
Sunday bulletins to educate parishioners 
about the facts of the proposal.  Secondly 
they provided opportunities to sign peti-
tions and post cards in support of the 
measure and encouraged attendance at a 
special City Council meeting on the 
proposal.   
 

Guardian Angels responded with a 
community forum to allow residents an 
opportunity to learn more and express 
concerns about the proposal.  Addition-
ally, parishioners who were Maplewood 
residents received letters explaining the 
proposal, requesting contact in support of 
the plans, and offering assistance in 
preparing for testifying at the council 
meeting. 
 

The reason behind this parish involve-
ment:  Catholic Social Teaching!  Ac-
cording to Bob Walz of Guardian Angels, 
“Supporting families in crisis through the 
work of Tubman Family Alliance is a life 
issue – fundamental to our core belief in 
the inherent dignity of the human person.”   
Supporting affordable housing for seniors 

and working families not only relates to 
the principle of Human Dignity, but also 
Community and Common Good and 
Preferential Option for the Poor. 
 

   
Recently the Latino immigrant commu-
nity asked for assistance with a 10 day 
fast they were organizing to highlight the 
need for immigration reform. The Immi-
gration Action Team offered support and 
assistance that provided a unique experi-
ence with the Latino community.  The 
issue of immigration is “hot”  right now 
with the Congress debating several pro-
posed immigration solutions. 
 
 As a follow up to that fast, the Immigra-
tion Action Team members are carrying 
their experiences back to parishes. They 
will invite parishioners to explore this 
very critical issue through education and 
advice on contacting their elected offi-
cials. 
¨  Team members will be available 

when the community is present. 
Being available before and after 
liturgy is a logical time to touch base 
with the most people. 

¨  They will have a quick summary of 
the issue available. 

¨  They will have written information 
available. 

¨  They will share their “people experi-
ence”  of the fast and the stories on 
immigration. 

¨  They will have telephone numbers 
and postcards ready for those willing 
to contact their legislators. 

¨  They will be available several Satur-
days/Sundays to allow people to 
ponder the information. 

 

 Assisting parish communities to see how 
issues are related to our faith is an impor-
tant challenge.  Walking with immigrants 
in their efforts for change has given this 
action team the opportunity to meet the 
challenge from their own experience. 
 
 

Cheryl Peterson & 
Sr. Kerry O’Reilly 
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Population: 
-Central cities share 

1,769,918 
42.9 % 

2,810,179 
24 % 

Median household           
income 
-in 2005 dollars 

$8,641 
 

$45,983 

$59,691 

Average wage/job 
-in 2005 dollars 

$7,141 
$39,398 

$44,890 

Female labor  force          
par ticipation 

46% 69%* 

Median home pr ice 
-in 2006 dollars 

$21,037 
$129,794 

$278,462 

Average household size 3.19 2.5 

Households with 2+  or  
more vehicles 

38.7% 60.6% 

Average daily vehicle miles 26.4 million 72.6 million 

Cost of a gallon of gas † 
- in 2006 dollars 

33 cents 
$2.00 

$2.80 

Cost of first-class stamp 5 cents 41 cents ����  

THEN NOW 

Data comes from a variety of sources, among them the Met Council and U.S. Cen-
sus.  If figures were not available for 1967, closest year was chosen ( usually 

1970).  Current dates generally range from 2005-2007.   
*  2000 Census  † Nationwide  �  As of 5/14/2007 

Are you interested in putting a human face on the immigration and 
global justice issue? 

You're invited to an immersion/border crossing experience at the 
Juarez-El Paso border 

 
When:  November 10-14, 2007 

Cost:  $375 plus airfare 
Space is limited, apply early.   

Registrations accepted through September. 
 

For more information contact either: 

Mike Haasl 
Center for Mission 

651-291-4504 
haaslm@archspm.org 

Patrick Ness  
Office for Social Justice 

651-291-4484 
nessp@archspm.org 

What does God       
require of you…  
 
 
 
"To ACT justly, 
LOVE tenderly and 
WALK humbly with 
your God."  
 

� (Micah 6:8) 
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“ The stranger who tells 
our stories when we can-
not speak not only awak-
ens our spirits and 
hearts but also shows 
our humanity-which 
others want to forget– 
and in doing so becomes 
family.”  

 
����  A Proverb from the Mende 

Tribe of Sierra Leone 

 
 
 
A good time was had by all at the Office of Social 
Justice’s celebration of Volunteers, Voices &     
Victories on Thursday, June 7th.   
 
Over 100 people representing Sowers, Immigration 
Action Team, Housing Action Team, Health Care 
Action Team, Global Warming Action Team, Par-
ish Leadership Teams, Just Faith, CCHD, ASJS and 
OSJ Staff shared conversation, good food, music 
and a fun (yet informative) legislative update! 
 
Thanks to all of you for your work and prayers this 
legislative session.  We look forward to next year! 
 
Visit osjspm.org to view the photos. 
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Congratulations to Patrick Ness, our new 
Public Policy Manager.  He took over 
Matt Rezac’s position when Matt joined 
the Blandin Foundation.  Previously, Pat-
rick was OSJ’s Public Policy Organizer. 
Patrick will continue his efforts with  
Immigration.  
 
With Patrick taking on this new adven-
ture, we are very lucky to have found  
Adam Robinson, the new Public Policy 
Organizer.   
 
Adam adds a wonderful flavor to the of-
fice.  His sense of humor is perfect for 
our team.   
 
Adam will be working with the  Housing 
and Health Care Issue Action Teams and 
other issues of importance.   
 
Please feel free to contact him just to say 
hi or if you have any questions at 651-
291-4536 or robinsona@archspm.org 
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Sowers of Justice 
Office for Social Justice 
328 West Kellogg Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
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Immigration Action Team Meeting 
June 21                                         6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Smith Hall—Hayden Center 
 
Community Hear ing on  
Immigration Reform 
June 23                                        2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Washburn High School 
 
 

4th of July                                   Office Closed 

                                                           
Office for  Social Justice Staff      

 
Kathleen Tomlin, Director  

Patr ick Ness, Public Policy Manager  
Cheryl Peterson, Justice Leadership                       

Development Manager   
Sr . Kerry O’Reilly, Par ish Organizer  

Adam Robinson, Public Policy Organizer  
Gary Wells, Office Manager  

AnneMar ie Grundhauser , Receptionist/
Communications 
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Help us keep our mailing list current.   
Please notify us if you have a change of address. 


