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An evaluation of the legislative priorities 
of both parties and that of Governor 
Pawlenty indicate that there is a need for 
significant public investment in several 
critical areas. Education, health care, 
property tax relief, Ready 4K, and     
transportation top the list. 
 
Investing in these priorities will require a 
boost in revenues. But few of our leaders 
seem particularly interested in addressing 
the revenue side of the equation. Except 
for the discussion of an increase in the gas 
tax to fund transportation, many believe 
that the surplus will suffice. 
 
The tension between needs and an      
aversion to financing those needs raises an 
important question about our willingness 
to invest in the common good. Instead of 
acting for the public good as citizens, we 
seem stuck in a consumer mentality of 
“ I’ ll only pay for what I personally       
receive.”  
 
This can’ t be good for the state of the 
state. This lack of willingness to sacrifice 
for the greater good seems particularly 
striking at a time when the nation and 
state are asking some of our citizens to 
risk life and limb half way across the 
world. I can’ t help but compare the     
selflessness of these men and women with 
the “what’s mine is mine” attitude of the 
perceived majority here at home. 
 
 

 
The question, of course, is whether this 
unwillingness to invest in the needs of the 
state is real or imaginary.  I believe it is 
both. The root of the problem is that we 
have not had adequate discussion and  
debate about the real needs and the real 
costs. How often have those running for 
office or those in leadership focused on 
big concepts without talking about the big 
price? How little do we talk about the 
long-term savings down the road with  
investment on the front end?  
 
And when we do talk about the future in 
the case of Ready 4K, for example, we 
still seem unwilling to invest enough to 
get our kids ready for kindergarten       
because it is just one among many needs 
and all tolled, it would be too much for 
our pocketbooks to bear. 
 
So the question is, what do we do to     
promote the common good? If we choose 
to limit ourselves to the surplus are we 
being responsible spenders or saving at 
the wrong time? If we choose to raise 
revenues are we choosing responsible   
investment or overtaxing the taxpayer? 
 
Many people may believe that            
Minnesota’s tax threshold is quite high. 
While there have been changes in the tax 
burden, the change hasn’ t been on the  
upside.  
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The research done by the Minnesota 
Budget Project’s delineates the specific 
changes: 

 
“ Since the mid-1990s, two significant 
changes have occurred in Minnesota’s 
tax system. One is that taxes are actu-
ally lower for Minnesotans. The other 
is that tax fairness is eroding. The 
2006 Legislature failed to make pro-
gress in ensuring that the state’s reve-
nue system raises sufficient revenues 
to fund the state’s priorities, and that 
those revenues are raised fairly. 
 
In the 1997 to 2001 Legislative Ses-
sions, Minnesota’s taxes were cut sig-
nificantly. One-time rebates totaling 
$3.7 billion were enacted, and ongo-
ing  reductions were made to property 
taxes, income taxes, and motor vehicle 
registration taxes (“ tabs” ). Not sur-
prisingly, from 1994 to 2002, the per-
centage of income that Minnesotans 
pay in total state and local taxes fell 
by more than 12%. (2002 is the most 
recent year for which data is avail-
able).  Recent state budget deficits and 
the ongoing inability of the Legislature 
to respond to pressing needs suggest 
that the state’s current system of rais-
ing revenues is inadequate to fund the 
state’s priorities. 
 
 Minnesota’s tax system is also becom-
ing less fair. While Minnesotans paid 
an average of 11.3% of their incomes 
in state and local taxes in 2002, the 
1% of  Minnesotans with the highest  
incomes (those with household in-
comes over $323,340) paid only 
9.0%.”  

 
 
Data from 2002 doesn’ t reflect more re-
cent increases in tobacco taxes and        
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
property taxes, both of which further shift        
responsibility for  funding  public services 
to low- and middle-income Minnesotans. 
 
These questions about public needs and 
public revenues should be at the heart of 
our communications regarding the fu-
ture of our state. 
 
The U.S. Catholic Bishops challenged 
us in their 1986 pastoral letter, Eco-
nomic Justice for All to seriously con-
sider our  responsibilities as citizens.   
Specifically they say, 
 

“  it is the responsibility of all citi-
zens, acting through their govern-
ment, to assist and empower the 
poor, the disadvantaged, the handi-
capped, and the unem-
ployed...Government may levy the 
taxes necessary to meet these respon-
sibilities, and citizens have a moral 
obligation to pay those taxes.”  
 

Articulating a vision, asking the impor-
tant questions, listening to the wisdom 
of those interested in the dialogue are 
all important to the  decision making.  
 
I lean towards bold-let’s consider mak-
ing the sacrifices we need for the future 
of our state. 
 
Kathleen Tomlin 
Director 
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The recently released film Amazing 
Grace chronicles the lives of a small 
group of British abolitionists around 
the year 1800.  It highlights the life of 
William Wilberforce, a member of 
Parliament whose faith informed his      
politics and, in turn, his crusade 
against slavery.   
 
As an often lonely voice in the struggle 
to end human subjugation, he faced 
intense opposition and was constantly 
belittled for his stance.  Of course, the 
abolitionists won that battle, France 
quickly followed suit and thus began 
the domino effect towards the abolish-
ment of the human slave trade. 
 
This made me consider the debt of 
gratitude we owe those that came be-
fore us.  Today, we find ourselves in 
the midst of writing our own advocacy 
history.  An issue of utmost impor-
tance to many of us is health care.  As 
we look at our current reality, we must 
recognize past successes.   
 
Harry Truman first introduced sweep-
ing  reforms to cover low-income indi-
viduals in 1945.  After years of orga-
nizing to create the political will, Lyn-
don B. Johnson created Medicare and 
Medicaid in 1965.  These programs 
promote human dignity and have bene-
fited countless lives by decreasing 
health disparities. 
 
In 1997, President Clinton enacted 
the State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) with bipartisan    
support.  Covering kids became a 
common sense measure, and this pro-
gram was a key step towards  giving 
low-income children an equal start in 
life.  Certainly, the considerable ad-
vocacy efforts that buoyed the pas-
sage of SCHIP were critical. 
 

  
Unfortunately, the year 2007 finds the 
United States with 47 million unin-
sured, 9 million of whom are children.  
18,000 people every year die from a 
lack of health insurance.  Our work is 
not done. 
 
Let’s move towards a system that is not 
centered on money, but on health.  Our 
current system is failing us. Annual 
double digit increases in premiums and 
record profits from pharmaceutical 
companies are an annual occurrence.  
Quality care is not available to every-
one—some receive Cadillac care while 
others have little or no access at all. 
 
Many see a solution on the horizon.  A 
single-payer health care system would 
largely remove the waste, administra-
tive costs and marketing from the equa-
tion.   
 
Think “Medicare for All” .  By remov-
ing the private health industry, we 
would streamline the system.  The sav-
ings captured could be used to extend 
coverage to more Americans.  Patients 
could choose which doctor they visit.  
Employment would no longer be linked 
to health security. 
 
Legacies are hard won.  They don’ t 
come by kitchen table complaint ses-
sions or grumbling at the television set.  
We can cover all Americans if we de-
mand it as a fundamental human right 
and follow up with persistent and stra-
tegic action.  Like justice-minded peo-
ple of faith and activists of our nation’s 
history, we must continue to strive to-
wards the impossible and lay the 
groundwork for those to follow.  Let’s 
leave a legacy of health care for all. 

 
Patrick Ness 

Public Policy  
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Effective legislative advocacy is built 
upon legislative relationships.  Like any 
relationship, these require attention and 
effort.  Check these “predictable”  road-
blocks at the Capitol steps, and go meet 
with your legislators! 
 
I t won’ t make a difference. 
The more personal the contact, the more 
impact it will have.  Legislators assume 
that if one person cares enough to meet 
with them about an issue, there must be 
many others who also care.  Profes-
sional advocates spend oodles of time 
getting constituents to meet with their 
legislators.  Trust OSJ on this one:  it 
makes a difference! 
 
My legislator already supports my 
issues. 
But the depth of their support is un-
tested if constituents don’ t hold them 
accountable.  The limits of time and 
energy require legislators to prioritize 
what they will fight for, and what they 
will simply vote for (or against).  In 
face-to-face meetings, you can get a 
first-hand sense of their priorities…and 
make the case for why your priorities 
should be theirs.   
 
I  don’ t know enough. 
Legislative meetings aren’ t debates and 
no one is keeping score.  You succeed 
simply by communicating what is 
important to you as a constituent.  As 
people of faith, we bring a deeper spec-
tive that anchors our opinions; namely, 
our values.  When the conversation 
moves into policy technicalities, po-
litely redirect it to a discussion about 
values.  For example, we believe that no 
one should be without adequate, stable 
housing.  The Housing Solutions Act 
would make a small tax increase to 
provide more people with better hous-
ing.  If your legislator doesn’ t like the 
Housing Solutions Act, they still can’ t  

 
deny the underlying value that all peo-
ple deserve decent housing.  So, what 
are they going to do about it?  Chal-
lenge them for a value-driven solution 
that’s just as good.   
 
I t is inconvenient. 
During session, face-to-face meetings 
with legislators typically last 15-20 
minutes.  Granted, taking the time to go 
to St. Paul during the workday for a 15-
minute meeting is a pain.  Don’ t let this 
deter you!  The Capitol can be a “ rush,”  
and I encourage you to take a day of 
vacation per year to go there.  If you 
can’ t, most legislators make time for in-
district meetings.  
 
Legislators intimidate me. 
Most legislators are very personable and 
respectful.  They are quirky, intense, 
funny, caring, homey, professional, and 
down-to-earth…just like all of us.  Get 
to know them as people.  It’s hard to 
have a serious relationship without a 
little informal conviviality.  They will 
be more receptive and you’ ll be more 
likely to contact them again. 
 

�  
 Finally, allow me a personal word of 
thanks.  As many of you know, my last 
day at OSJ is March 16.  I have truly 
learned so much by witnessing your 
journey as “ faithful citizens.”   Thank 
you for the opportunity to walk with 
you over the past few years – and God’s 
speed as your good work continues! 
 

 
Matt Rezac 

Public Policy 
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While summer may not be right 
around the corner, take a minute to 
think about this dilemma even 
though it is a bit out of season: 
 

When moving into a body of 
water, like a lake or pool, is it 
better to ease into the water 
slowly suffering with each new 
level until you are adjusted and 
then begin swimming?  OR is it 
better to get right in, feel the 
shock of discomfort and start 
swimming? 

 
From careful observation over the 
years I have come to the conclusion 
that your answer to that question 
just depends on who you are!  This 
is not a cop out, it is a keen, if not 
documented, observation.  People 
are different, they approach things 
differently, they feel things differ-
ently and thus, move into action 
differently. 
 
I have been reflecting on this  
difference as we observe how and 
why people get involved in the 
public arena. It seems as if some 
people are just becoming aware of 
Catholic social teaching and are 
excited about this faith perspective.  
 
Others feel a commitment to their 
parish community and want to assist 
them in making the social mission 
part of their faith. Still others see 
people living in poverty and have a 
desire to do something about chang-
ing that situation. Many are aware 
of the realities of poverty in our 
society but have not connected this 
reality to their faith. 
 
Truly, we are all different in experi-
ence and understanding. But we are 
all called to reflect on the social  

 
mission of the Church. The staff of  
OSJ reflects on the mission of 
Catholic Charities which is, in part, 
to serve those most in need by 
calling for justice in the community. 
 
In reality, our Catholic social tradi-
tion calls all of us to this same 
mission because we are followers of 
Jesus. It is because of this mission 
that the Office for Social Justice 
hopes to assist each parish in devel-
oping a social justice committee. 
Parish Leadership Development 
continues to offer opportunities for 
this through our Leadership Devel-
opment Program.  
 
Most parishes, as they engage in 
this process, know that working for 
social change is a goal we are all 
working toward.  
 
Oftentimes, this is a gradual learn-
ing and invitation to involvement 
for those who like to ease into the 
water of the public arena.  There is a 
gradual adjustment to the public 
arena through a deepened under-
standing of Catholic social teaching 
and looking at our society with a 
broadened faith perspective. 
 
The policy staff of the office is busy 
organizing around issues and devel-
oping issue action teams that study 
the issue and determine actions that 
will contribute to policy change and 
thus a change for those living in 
poverty. Many people who are 
attracted to the issue work are the 
folks who like to jump right in. 
 
What we need in order to have a 
loud collective voice, of course, are 
the people who like to jump right in 
working with the people who wade 
more carefully. When we speak   
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collectively  about justice, we can 
effect change only if we row the num-
bers engaged in the work. So bringing 
the policy folks and the leadership 
folks and recruiting the rest of the 
parish is a really good idea. 
 
So here is the dream:  What if every 
parish had leadership for both aspects 
of parish involvement: leaders  
assisting parishioners in their  
understanding of the social mission 
and issue oriented leaders calling us 
to specific action. This joint effort 
would create opportunities to: 
 
¨  Know the issues 

¨  Understand the implications for 
the common good 

¨  Act for change in a manner that’s 
comfortable for each person 

¨  Create change in society 
 
 I personally am a “gradually move 
into the water and suffer with each 
new level of contact”  kind of gal.  
Even though I will never be a jump 
right in person, with life experience I 
have learned I need not go so slowly 
and suffer so greatly.  I can act with 
confidence, wade in more speedily 
and begin swimming much sooner.  
This is what we will be asking of 
members of parishes now: 
¨  Wade in with us or jump right 

in—whatever is your calling. 
¨  Broaden your gospel  
      understanding. 
¨  See how issues connect to our 

faith.  
¨  Act on what you have learned – 

make a call, write a letter, attend 
a forum. 

 
The swimming should be particularly 
good this year! 
 

Sr. Kerry O’Reilly 
Parish Organizing 
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They say that change is good—
the change of seasons is particu-
larly loved in Minnesota. We anx-
iously await spring and summer 
now, but will be looking forward 
to fall and the snows of the north 
a few short months from now. 
 
On the downside of change is 
Matt Rezac’s leaving. Matt has 
made a significant contribution to 
the vitality of the Office for So-
cial Justice—especially in shep-
herding the housing issue action 
team and jump starting the global 
warming issue action team. 
 
But more than that, Matt has 
shared his deadpan humor, artistic 
design, organizational skills and 
his often quiet leadership with all 
of us at OSJ and with many of 
you. 
 
We thank Matt and congratulate 
him as he moves on to Grand 
Rapids and the Blandin Founda-
tion to work on public policy is-
sues with those funded by the 
foundation. We wish Matt and his 
wife, Kate, and his three girls our 
very best. 
 
About five years ago I asked Matt 
what his long term career goals 
were. While he wasn’ t totally pre-
pared to answer that question, he 
did say, “ I think someday I would 
like to live in the rural area and 
work for the Blandin Foundation 
or some other non-profit.”  Well 
OKAY, then. (Sometimes I hate 
change!) 
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On the other hand, we welcome 
AnneMarie Grundhauser (believe 
it or not, she is Irish). AnneMarie 
has been with OSJ now for about 
a month. She is receptionist/
secretary/communications coordi-
nator and just so much more. She 
has hit the ground running and 
hasn’ t stopped since she arrived. 
 
We are so pleased to welcome 
AnneMarie and know that you 
will find her easy to work with, 
competent and an Irish lass with a 
great sense of humor!  Welcome 
to OSJ!! ( Sometimes I like 
change!) 
 
 

� � � � $1�� � �  2 1� � � � �* $ � � � � � 3$+4��
2 � � � / � � � $1 � ' � ,,� � � � � �

� � � � * $ � � � � � � � �  ' $ � � � � �

� �� ���� &� � " � � �



� � � � � 
 �
 � � �� � � �, ! � � �� � 
 

 
- � �� " ��� �. �! � )�

� �� �" �� � �/� ��
	 � 
 �� � � �

�
Dying to Live" is a profound 
look at the human face of the 
immigrant. It explores who im-
migrants are, why they leave 
their homes and what they face 
in their journey. This film draws 
on the insights of Pulitzer Prize 
winning photographers, theologi-
ans, Church and congressional 
leaders, activists, musicians and 
the immigrants themselves. This 
film also exposes the places of 
conflict, pain and hope along the 
US-Mexico border. It is a reflec-
tion on the human struggle for a 
more dignified life and the 
search to find God in the midst 
of that struggle. 
 
 
This DVD was shown at the 
Bi-National Conference in 
January and has received a 
great response. Please visit: 
http://nd.edu/~dying2li 
              Or  
call 547-631-3233 
 
If you would like to know 
more about this great docu-
mentary or order your own 
copy. 
Cost: suggested donation of 
$25.00 ( includes shipping 
and handling). 
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Saturday, March 31st 
9:00-12:00 noon 

St. Michael Catholic Church-Farmington 
22120 Denmark Ave. 

Farmington, MN 
 
Come and learn the importance of the 2007 Farm Bill to urban, suburban 
and rural folks alike. Food Stamps, nutrition programs, farmer producer 
issues, environmental policy and international food production and trade.   

 
See www.osjspm.org for brochure.  

Questions, contact Kathleen Tomlin 651-291-4537. 

 
 
 

 

- � � �� � ��&� �� ����� � � � �
#� � � � � � ��� � 	� � �� ! �� �� �) 8"  �� � � " 8  �� � �

#� � �� � � � 	�� ��3�#� � � � � 
 � �5� �� � � �

4� � �
 ��� � �� � � �� ���� � �� �! � �� � � ��� ��
9�! �� �� 
 � �: � 

� � � ��� � � 
 �� � 
 �� � �
 ��� � � 
;�

� � � ��� " � �� ��� �. � � + � � � �� �
� � 	��� �� � 
 �� �� � � � 
� �� � ��
 � � ��� �� � � � �
� � � � �
 �� � 
 �� �� ��� ��� � �
� � �� 
� �� 	� �� � &

�� � � 
 �( � 8"  �� 
 � �" 8"  �� � �� 
 ��
� � 	� � �� ! �� ����

+� � 
 ���� �� � � 	� � 
��� � �� �261, �� � 	��� �� � 
 �����
, � 

�261, ����� � � �
 � � � �� � � �� �� 
 � � ��

� � " �� �� ��� � ��� � �� ��� � � �*��
 �� �" ��
6� � �� �	� ��� 
 ��� � ��
 � 
� � � � �� � 
 ��
 � 
 �� 
�

� 	� � � �� � ��� 
 � �
� 
 � � ���� 
� � � � ��
 � �� � �� �� 
 �
�� 	� ����� � � �� � � � �� � � � �� 
�� �� �� 	� �
 � � � � ���

<� �� �
� �� � � � ��� � 	� �
 � ��� � � �
 � ��� 
 � ��
� � � 
 �� �� �

�� � �� 	� � �� � � ����	� � �� �	� ��� 
 ��� �

	� � � �� � � �� � �� � 	� � �( ' �� ��
�

* 	�, � 

�261, �� ��
5� �� � 8��9�7( � ;��) !  &" 7!  ��� 	�����������������������

9) ) ) ;�) !  &( % � �

� � � � �! � � � 	� � ��   ! �



3, #+=> �?* 6�2$� #+, @�
 
    ACTING FOR JUSTICE  

� � � � �01 %� � � � . , � - � � � �

 
 

 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 �� 
 	 �
� 	 � � � 
 � �
� 
 � � � � � 
 �� � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � ��� � 
 � �
�
� � 
 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �
� �� 
 � � � � 
 �� �� � � � �� � �� 	 ��
� �� 
 � � � �	 
 
 � � � � 
 �� � � � ���
� � � � �� � � 
 �� � � � � � � � 
 	 �
� � � �� � �� 	 �� � � � �
� 	 � �� 
 ��
� � � � �� � � ��

�

� � � � � ��� 	 
� � �

Sowers of Justice 
Office for Social Justice 
328 West Kellogg Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Permit No. 6085 

� � � � �) &� � 	� � �

 
JRLC Day on the Hill 
March 27                                         8:30-3:30 p.m. 
RiverCentre/Capitol 
 
 

Health Care Issue Action Team Forum 
March 29                                         7:00-8:30 p.m. 
St. Mary of the Lake—White Bear Lake 
 
 

Seeding Our  Future:  The Farm Bill 
March 31                                        9:00-12:00 p.m. 
St. Michael Catholic Church-Farmington 
 
 

Good Fr iday 
April 6                                                  Closed 
Office for Social Justice 
 
 
Immigration Action Team 
April 19                                      6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Hayden Center 

                                                                                                           
ASJS Meeting 
May 3                                         1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Basilica of St. Mary 
 
 
Housing Action Team 
May 3                                         6:30-8:30pm 
Hayden Center—Smith Hall 
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