Changing hearts and changing structures on behalf of social justice
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“I never heard that before.” “I
never thought about it that way.”
“Thisisanew way of thinking for
me.” Thank God we have the op-
portunity to learn from each other
and see with new eyes and hear
with new earsin ways that allow
us to understand things differently.
New insights can touch us and pro-
pel us not just to think differently,
but to act differently.

Thisisthe kind of change one
hopes for during the Lenten sea-
son, insightful growth that isreally
apart of our conversion. Perhaps
most of usdon’t livelives that are
in need of radical conversion, but
all of us need to participate in life
changing invitations to radical lov-
ing. Itiswhat Jesus proclaimed —
love your neighbor, love your en-
emy, love the poor and vulnerable,
love yourself, love your God.

The third week of Lent thisyear
gave us the gospel of the Samari-
tan woman sparring with Jesus as
she moves through her own con-
version process. She understands
Jesus as a Jew, then Sir, then a
Prophet and finally the Messiah.
This recognition moves her to ac-
tion, announcing the good news to
the people who have marginalized
and isolated her over the years.

The gospel in the following week,
the man born blind, tells us more
about conversion. The man’s
blindness is healed and he has no
trouble seeing the prophet. When
Jesus announces himself asthe
Son of Man, there isimmediate
acceptance, all blindnessis gone.
In recognizing the Messiah this
man is led to not only worship but
to challenge the powerful authori-
ties attempting to put himin his
place.

There seems to be a pattern here —
recognize the message, let it touch
you and act on it.

To believe isto accept, but to have
faith is to take that belief and act
onit. Conversion is about hearing
the word in away that shifts per-
ceptions. Like the Samaritan
woman and blind man, thereisa
new recognition of truth. This
conversion leads us to the radical
love that Jesus offers his disciples.
And that would be us!

What does it mean to be aradically
loving disciple in this age? During
this legislative session? In the days
preceding the November election?
It means asking the hard questions
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and being persistent about the
values that guide us.
For example,

- How isthe common good served
when addressing issues like
transportation, health care and
education?

- In what ways should our stew-
ardship of creation guide our
transportation and environmental
policies?

- What does option for the poor
mean when it comes to address-
ing budget shortfalls?

- How do we express global soli-
darity to the two million Iraqgi
refugees living in Syriaand Jor-
dan?

- Isdignity and human life valued
when workers have to work two
or three jobs just to put food on
the table?

- If those living in poverty don’t
have the tools to succeed on the
job, how does awelfare program
focused on work succeed?

- How do we promote peace as a
nation while refusing to dialogue
with the leaders of other nations,
like Iran and North Korea?

- How do we encourage the
participation of all the citizens of
this country when some feel
marginalized and without a stake
in this democracy?

- How do we uphold the dignity of
life when our health care system
is considered a privilege instead
of aright?

These are the kind of value ques-
tions that people of faith must
continue to interject—whether at
the Capitol in St. Paul or on the
campaign trail across the country.
We areliving in an extremely
critical time and the willingness
of each of usto enter the fray will
determine the future of this state,

the future of this nation and the
role our country will play in this
world.

Peter, James and John were told
by Jesus “not to tell the vision to
anyone until the Son of Man has
been raised from the dead” fol-
lowing the Transfiguration. They
had witnessed the perfect good-
ness of God. We too know the
goodness of God, and WE CAN
TELL!

We are the Resurrection people.
We know Christ has been raised
and we must tell the story. We
tell with words and more clearly
by our actions, our way of life,
our willingness to be faithful citi-
zens.

When we choose to love
radically, acting in favor of our
neighbor, lifting up the marginal -
ized, and reconciling with the en-
emy we express a belief in our
shared humanity. We are telling
the story of Jesus. We are the
Easter people with the Good
News of God’'s Love.

And there is one thing we can all
agree upon; there is adire need
for Good News and adire need
for more Easter people. It can be
tempting to embrace “Minnesota
Nice’ and fail to even enter the
conversation. But we must use
our skills to encourage healthy
civil debate. Bring our valuesto
the table, no matter how contro-
versial. Jesus entered the fray!

And that’ s what Easter people do!

Kathleen Tomlin
Director

S. Kerry O'Reilly
Parish Organizer
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As part of our base building work, we
stress that it is vitaly important to be
hospitable and devel op relationships
with the people you’ re organizing.

The same could be said for getting to
know your legislators: it’s necessary
to have relationships with those who
represent you at the capitol, because
you should be able to talk with them
(as opposed to at them) and share
your values while you’ re encouraging
them to vote for just policies.

Because it can be intimidating to walk
into a conversation with alegislator
and not know anything about them,
here are sometips for getting to know
the people who represent you at the
capitol:

First, there’s awealth of information
on the Minnesota State Legislature's
web site, www.leg.mn. On thissite,
each legislator has a page that lists
their occupation, education, some in-
formation about their family, and their
work at the legislature. You can find
out more about what issues are impor-
tant to them and which committees
they serve on. You can sign up for e-
mail updates and read their “News
and Views’ page.

For even more information, you can
use Politicsin Minnesota: The Direc-
tory (available for purchase at
www . politicsinminnesota.com/politic
s-minnesota-directory). Each page
has in-depth biographical, electoral,
and political information about every
senator and representative.

Once you do your initial research, it’s
time to go out and start building an
actual relationship. During the
legislative session, representatives

and senatorstry to have town hall
forums where they discuss the impact
of legislation they’ re working on, and
answer questions about the bills

they’ re working on. You can attend,
listen to what they are promoting, and
ask questions about the issues you
care about. They may or may not
have al the answers, but are amost
always willing to listen to their con-
stituents’ concerns.

Though they’ re extremely busy dur-
ing the session, you can try to sched-
ule ameeting with your legislator to
ask them to briefly share their legisla-
tive priorities. You may only have a
few minutes to speak with them, but
you'll be able to learn alot about
what they’ re advocating for at the
capitol, and let them know what you
think about those priorities.

Here's an example from my life: |
found out by reading Politicsin
Minnesota that my senator is an “avid
biker.” The next time| see her, I'll be
able to start the conversation by talk-
ing about what trails and routes
around town she enjoys. From there,
I’ll be able to move the conversation
to anissuethat | care about: What
happens when | fall off of my bike,
and | don’'t have health insurance?

But we'll begin our conversation on
common ground. By finding away to
share what we both care about, we'll
have afoundation to have rea
communication about the issues that
are important to us.

Adam Robinson
Public Policy Organizer
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When was the last time you had a
conversation with someone in your
parish about Catholic social teach-
ing or asocial justice issue, like
housing, health care, poverty, or
immigration?

It certainly seems like the parish
would be the kind of place where
that conversation would occur. Was
it a coffee and donuts? Was it with
someone you knew? Perhaps you
conversed with someone who had
been part of your JustFAITH group.
It’s nice to connect with folks in our
parish who share similar viewpoints
on justice issues of our time.

When was the last time you were
part of planning asocial justice
event in your parish? How did it
turn out? Were the attendees
largely the same folks you connect
with at coffee and donuts or at your
regular social justice meeting?

In Romans 12:13, we are called to
practice hospitality. The dictionary
definition of hospitality is the qual-
ity or disposition of receiving and
treating guests and strangersin a
warm, friendly, generous way.

Generadly, we are pretty good at re-
ceiving those we know in awarm,
friendly, generous way as we sit
with them at coffee after mass. We
enjoy their company and the con-
versation. Infact, welook forward
toit. How much do we practice,
however, receiving strangersin our
parishesin awarm, friendly gener-
ous way?

This might be easier said than done.
However, if we accept thiscall to

practice hospitality, we accept other
gospel mandates -- to put on Christ,

to love our neighbors as ourselves,
to humble ourselves so as to be ex-
alted. Thisversion of welcoming
the stranger might be with someone
we have seen many timesin the
neighboring pew, yet we' ve limited
ourselves to conversation that
started with “Peace” and ended with
“be with you” at the appropriate slot
in the mass.

This week, after you grab your cup
of coffee and donut, be intentional
in hospitality by taking aseat in
your fellowship hall next to the less-
than-familiar soul. Let your conver-
sation expand to include learning
more about that person, how long
they’ ve been a part of your parish,
what interests they have in the par-
ish and in your larger community.

In hospitality, be friendly, warm,
and generous. Itisinthisgiving,
you will receive. Let them get to
know you. Share your interests and
involvement in the justice work of
your parish and community. Take
this opportunity to practice your lis-
tening and messaging skills. Take
this opportunity to connect with
someone who may not think like
you do.

Perhaps your next social justice
event will include new faces, and
you will have done some concrete
work to build the base of those who
act for justice in your community.

Cheryl Peterson
Parish Social Justice Manager
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JustFAITH

The Journey to Justice Wor kshop
was held at St. Patrick’s church on
February 2, 2008. 130 participants
from eleven parishes met with ten
CCHD and CSF funded groups. The
evauations from this time together
were very positive. JustFAITH
participants fully appreciated the
leadership, passion and skills for
social change that were demonstrated
by this diverse group of leaders. Tell-
ing the story isimportant. Under-
standing the obstacles to changeis
important. But the most significant
take away from this experienceis a
much greater understanding of the
assets that these groups bring to the
table. There was a sense of awe by the
end of the day. Many thanksto St.
Patrick’ s for their gracious willing-
nessto host this event.

Base Building

St. Mary of the Lakein Plymouth is

building on the parish’ s involvement

with the Evangelization Program’s
fourth year, carrying the mission for-
ward and social justice. The Sowers
will sponsor three activities during

March.

1. The Pastor targets the homily on
social justice and a survey is taken
at the liturgies asking for prefer-
ence of issuesinitiated by OSJ.

2. A display of four OSJissues at the
weekly coffee with handouts and
experts available for questions.

3. The Pastor will host a Social
Justice Town Hall including
basics of Catholic social teaching,
further explanation of OSJissues,
and discuss which issue to focus
on as a parish.

Speakers

Incarnation Parish is holding four
forums on immigration during the
Lenten Season to answer questions
like: Why do people come? Why don’t
they come legally? What do

immigrants cost in taxes? How
should our faith guide us? What do
they contribute to our nation?

Speakersinclude S. Kerry O®Reilly of
0OSJ, Mark Turck, managing editor of
Twin Cities Daily Planet, John Keller,
attorney and Keith Ellison, Congres-
sional Representative.

Don Samuels of the Minneapolis City
Council spoke on the Peace Founda-
tion directed by hiswife at Holy
Name of Jesus, Medina.

Christ the King in Minneapolis held
an Affordable Housing Forum to help
parishioners become aware of the
status of the Housing Solutions Act
and issues surrounding mortgage fore-
closure assistance.

St. Peter’sin Richfield hosted a con-
versation with Kathy Tomlin about
Faith and Politics during one of their
Lenten Soup Suppers. There was a
healthy discussion about the differ-
ence between the separation of church
and state and the separation of church
from society. In the course of the con-
versation, the group struggled with the
apparent difficulty in bringing Catho-
lics together for spirited civil discus-
sion about the important issues of our
time.

St. Patrick’s parish in Edina hosted
Understanding Poverty, anewly de-
veloped multi-media presentation
given by Kathy Tomlin and Ron
Krietemeyer. This two-hour presenta-
tion includes eye-opening informa-
tion, video clips and group discussion.
Participants | eft with a better under-
standing of the scope of poverty and
the economic structures and policies
that prevent people from getting out
of poverty.

(Continued on page 6)
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Communication

Two parishes are using technology by
creating special websites just for so-
cial justice. Check them out!

Christ theKing, Mpls.
www.ctksowers.org

Holy Name of Jesus, Medina
www.hnoj.org/socialjusticeTemplate

Education / Reflection

St. Stanidlausin St. Paul offered
parishioners an opportunity to
understand and reflect on the
Footsteps of Jesus as they look at
their moral responsibility in building
ajust society. Three sessionswere
offered: Thefirst included two short
videos on the basics of Catholic So-
cial Teaching and Homelessnessin
Minnesota. The second was a discus-
sion of the two feet of social ministry
with alecture from the director of
Listening House, and the third was a
legidlative update and a call to action
from the Office for Social Justice.

Guardian Angelsin Oakdale hosted
[t®@in Our Hands, amusical on
ending poverty. Additionally, they
have two learning opportunitiesin
April: Sacred Grounds: Caring for
God® Creation, an update on Climate
Change and other environmental
topics and Seeking Common Ground
for the Common Good. Speaker: Dr.
Bernie Evans, PhD (SJU).

St. John Neumann in Eagan held a
Lenten reflection on poverty and
Catholic Socia Teaching focusing on
the call to solidarity, respect for the
dignity of all, and our preferential
option for the poor and vulnerable.

Public Values

A Peace Pole has been placed on the
grounds of Guardian Angels parish.
The pole says PEACE in 12 different
languages. To learn more, check out
Www . peacepol es.com.

The Minnesota contact isMelvin
Giles at peaceful @mninter.net.

L egislative Advocacy:

Strategic Targeting

Timeis precious — and we want your
advocacy work with OSJ to be time
well spent! Our mission isto turn our
Sowers membership into alean,
mean, but friendly, advocacy ma-
chine. By connecting our members
with other Sowers from the same leg-
idative district, we will build teams
that can be activated whenever their
legidator is about to make avote re-
lated to legislation on our agenda.

If you are interested in helping to or-
ganize the Sowersin your district and
collectively build arelationship with
your legidator, please contact Patrick
at (651) 291-4484 or
nessp@archspm.org

Civic Engagement in
Low-I1ncome Communities
OSJwill be working to increase voter
turnout at Catholic Charities' sites
and low turnout precincts this coming
election. Our hopeisto have parishes
collaborate with Catholic Charities
staff and clients to ensure that all
Minnesotans have their voice heard
this election.

This non-partisan work will include
voter registration, education and turn-
out on Election Day. Thiscould be a
great project for asocial justice com-
mittee, JustFAITH group or a new
collection of folks passionate about
increasing the electoral power of low-
income communities! If interested,
please contact Patrick Ness at

(651) 291-4484 or

nessp@archspm.org

Kathleen Tomlin
Director

Patrick Ness

Public Policy Manager
S. Kerry O'Reilly
Parish Organizer
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"In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation
in political lifeisa moral obligation" .

The decisions we make as citizens about who leads us and what policies are en-
acted have important moral and ethical dimensions. The values of our faith
should be our guide to public life.

For awide range of educational and other resources on
Faithful Citizenship, visit:
www.faithfulcitizenship.org

www.uscch.org/faithful citizenship
WWW.0S Spm.org.

ﬂ’-\ [Faithful
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Did you know that some people in the Twin Cities need to win alottery in order
to have the “privilege’ of sleeping on amat on the floor of a homeless shelter?

This multimedia program includes eye-opening information, video clips, and
group discussion. The dynamic and interactive Understanding Poverty presen-
tation explores the facts of poverty, the causes and the solutions.

Take One Small Step
Participate in the Understanding Poverty program or host it in your
parish or organization.

For more information:
Ron Krietemeyer at
612-664-8619
rkrietemeyer@ccspm.org
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Sowers of Justice
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| ssue Action Team Meetings: Save the Datel
Date/Times ar e subject to change.
Please visit www.og spm.org for the Pleasejoi nusfor
most up to date information.
M eeti ally held thly f 7:00 9:00 Our End Of
ingsare usually monthly from 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. .
Session Party
HealthCare Action Team: Thursday, May 29, 2008
April 15, 2008
May 20, 2008 Lumen Christi Parish
Housing Action Team: 2055 Bohland Avenue
April 3, 2008 Saint Paul, MN 55116
May 1, 2008
Global Warming Action Team: Watch foran 'n_V'tat'on
March 25, 2008 in the mail.
Immigration Action Team:
March 27, 2008 '
April 17, 2008
May 15, 2008 April 28, 2008
Guardian Angels Sowers
are hosting a Spring Forum
If you would like infor mation on how to become a member of Common Grourrd for the Common Good
one of the | ssue Action Teams, please contact our office at Presenter: Dr. Bernie Evans
651-291-4477 or visit our website at www.og spm.org Call 651-738-2223 ext. 131 for more info
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