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As this issue of Seeds arrives in your 
mailbox, the season of Lent draws to a 
close and the Church makes ready for the 
solemnity of Triduum (Holy Week). Each 
of us has done what we could with Lenten 
disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing. Ready or not, we move on as a com-
munity of faith to enter into the sacred 
days of Triduum. 
 
The passage above is from the gospel for 
the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper. The message is simple: for disci-
ples of Jesus Christ, it is more than just a 
meal. While at table to share a meal, Jesus 
gave his followers a new model. His ex-
ample established a new way of doing 
things where masters will be servants and 
the lowly will be lifted up. The old way 
will be transformed and made new. 
 
His disciples had a hard time with this 
new model. First, Peter did not want any-
thing washed; then, he wanted everything 
washed. Eventually, ready or not, they too 
had to respond to the model of Jesus and 
carry out the mission. Discipleship had to 
be  more than just a meal. The transforma-
tion that occurs in sharing the meal finds 
fullness in the transformation that occurs  
when we serve others. Jesus made it clear  
 

that it was not always easy or comfort-
able, but it was essential for discipleship. 
 
We too have a hard time with this model. 
We draw comfort and support when we 
gather for the meal in our Sunday celebra-
tion of the Eucharist. We might even get a  
taste of the transformation promised with 
the food from the table. However, do we 
really live out our faith with the under-
standing that it is more than just a meal?  
How does participation in the life of the 
parish and the work of Sowers of Justice 
make the connection between the meal 
and the mission? We diminish the trans- 
formation of the meal when we fail to 
work at transforming the world in the 
model of Jesus Christ. 
 
In the last few months in particular, in-
cluding much of Lent, many Sowers of 
Justice members have worked hard to pro-
vide leadership and opportunities in par-
ishes throughout the archdiocesan net-
work. The message that “it is more than 
just the meal” has been manifested in the 
following Sowers events and actions. 
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These examples demonstrate both 
the tremendous growth and the po-
tential of the Sowers network. In the  
relationship between meal and mis- 
sion we are called to bring the trans-
forming experience of mission to the 
celebration of the Eucharist meal.  
 
In order to sustain our efforts at  
mission, we need the nourishment 
that comes from music, Word, 
preaching, food from the table and 
each other. 
 
Jesus gave us a new model— 
one in which the meal and the  
mission both matter for authentic 
discipleship. Both may make us  
uncomfortable. Both will take hard 
work. Both will be essential if our 
activities are to transform the world 
to reflect God’s reign of justice as 
exemplified in Jesus Christ.  
 
As Sowers members we prepare to 
celebrate the sacred Triduum in our 
parishes. Let us model for those 
around us the example of Jesus in 
John’s gospel. Discipleship is more 
than just a meal. 
�

Michael Griffin� 
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The 2001 legislative session has 
been unusually slow in terms of  
getting bills into the committee hear-
ing process.  While the session is 
constitutionally scheduled to end by 
May 21, most capitol watchers ex-
pect the legislature to go into special 
session. A status report of the top 
legislative issues included in the 
Sower’s of Justice agenda follows. 
 
� � �  !" # $�There are two major 
pieces of legislation. SF1190/
HF1619 is the funding bill. This in-
creases the biennial investment in 
affordable housing to $322 million. 
Home ownership and the develop-
ment of rental housing would be 
expanded. 
 
SF 1217 would require all develop-
ers to set aside a certain percentage 
of units as affordable. Those using  
public subsidies be required to target 
their units at an even greater level of 
affordability. In exchange, develop-
ers would receive density bonuses 
and other regulatory relief to reduce 
the cost of each unit. The House  
version of this bill is considerably 
weaker.  
 
% & '() * & 
� & (� * + $�The two major  
issues, time limit extensions and  
stalling efforts to increase sanctions, 
are included in a variety of bills. In 
large part we support the Governor’s 
initiative HF1257/SF 1673 on ex-
tending welfare benefits for all of 
those who are cooperating with their 
employment plan, restoring benefits 
to legal immigrants and indexing the 
MFIP exit level to inflation. We do 
not support his effort to increase 
sanctions to 50%. We face major op-
position to our agendas in the House. 
 
�+ + !# * ) ,!� " $�The Governor’s  
Welfare Bill includes restoring food 
and welfare benefits to immigrants 
who are scheduled to lose them July  
 
 

2001 (cash) and July 2002 (food).  
The Senate will probably support 
this position; the House will  
probably oppose this provision. 
 
SAVE (Systematic Alien Verifica- 
tion for Entitlements) was intended 
to verify the legal status and report 
findings to the INS when immigrants 
apply for benefits. The Governor 
proposes repealing the law because  
it may have a chilling effect on  
families applying for health care  
assistance and other benefits for 
which they are eligible. There is  
significant opposition in the House 
to any reversal. 
 
� & ) ',- 
� ) * & $�Annually, 70,000  
children are without health insurance 
in Minnesota. The Governor’s pro-
posal is to incrementally move to  
full coverage by 2005. Senator Moe 
has argued for universal coverage  
on a fast track. 
 
SF765/HF 944 would increase the 
ability of all Minnesotans without  
prescription drug coverage to afford 
prescription drugs by establishing 
the Fair Drug Pricing Program. This 
bill has passed the Senate committee. 
Drug manufacturers would be re-
quired to give price rebates to those 
who are part of the Fair Drug  
Pricing Program saving between  
15-30% of the costs. 
 
� ) + . ) !# " 
� !" ) " / & 
� & (� * + $�Senator 
Hottinger’s bill SF 388/HF 567 is the 
most comprehensive proposal in that  
it 1) provides full public financing 
for candidates who qualify; 2) places 
limits on the size of contributions to 
political parities and legislative cau-
cuses and 3) provides candidates 
with additional resources to respond 
to independent expenditures. The 
Senate will press on, although the 
House has decided not to hear bills 
this session. 




Kathleen Tomlin�
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Sowers of Justice have been keeping 
the United States Postal Service, 
state legislators, and the Governor 
himself quite busy!  
 
Since the start of the legislative 
session, a number of Sowers leader-
ship teams have coordinated letter-
writing campaigns in their parishes. 
After masses, they have provided 
interested parishioners with pen, 
paper, envelopes, postage, and infor-
mation on the issues. Some parishes 
have written their state legislators to 
urge them to invest the tax surplus. 
Some have written Senate Majority 
Leader Roger Moe and Speaker of 
the House Steve Sviggum asking for 
their support for affordable housing. 
Others have written the governor 
himself. (A guy has to have some-
thing to do in between XFL broad-
casts, after all…)  
 
Some letter writing campaigns have 
yielded as many as 125 letters. These 
campaigns are a great way to reach 
well beyond the established Sowers 
members and involve the whole 
community in the work of justice. 
They can also be an effective recruit-
ing tool. Who’s to stop leaders from 
talking with parishioners about 
joining Sowers of Justice while they 
nibble at a doughnut and share their 
views on the issues with elected 
officials?   
 
Parishes who have participated in 
letter writing campaigns include:  
 

7 � ��
 ���� � �> �� � ��9 �� � � 	 � � ��
 ��

� �$�9 	 �� �� 
��� � �0 	 � � ��; �� � � � �� ��

� �$�< � � � 	 
 ��� � �4 � � 
 ��� ��9 �� � � 	 � � ��
 �

� 	 �� ��? ��� 	 � � �� �4 � � �� � �� � ��8 	 
 ��� � 
 �

@ 	 �� ��� ��: �� � � �� � �� � �

7 	 �� � � �	 ���� 	 �� ��; 	 � ��

� �$�9 �� � 	 � ���A 	 �� �� � �� � �

@ 	 �� ��� �� 
�B � ��0 � �� ��� �$�; 	 � ��

< �	 � 
 
�� � �	 ��� � ��B 	 � � 	 �� �

C � 	 �� �	 � �4 � � � �
 ��B 	 � � 	 �� �

�

If your parish has done a letter writ-
ing campaign, let us know! Contact 
Michael Griffin at 651-291-4490. 
We’ll list your parish in the next 
edition of Parishes at Work! 
 
 
 
Sowers of Justice in Washington 
County are thinking and acting 
locally! In February, parishioners 
from Guardian Angels, Transfigu-
ration, St. Ambrose, and St. Tho-
mas Aquinas gathered at Transfigu-
ration to kick off the Washington 
County Project. The project is an 
effort to bring Sowers leaders from 
Washington County together to  
work on issues of common concern.  
 
The group spent much of the eve-
ning in small group discussions. 
Each group addressed two different 
questions. First, participants were 
asked, “If we work together in a 
campaign, how will our communi-
ties, our county, and our state look 
different?” Then, participants were 
asked, “If we work together, how 
do we want our parishes to be dif- 
ferent?” These discussions helped 
people focus on the issue of afford-
able housing. The conversations  
also helped the group think about  
the work they need to do to take 
effective action in the public arena.  
 
At the end of the evening, partici-
pants formed three working groups. 
The steering committee will be 
responsible for deepening relation-
ships among leaders, identifying a 
common action to take by fall, 2001, 
and identifying how the campaign 
should grow over time. The working 
group on parish organizing commit-
ted to doing some internal organiz-
ing within their own parishes. They 
will spend time hearing parishioners 
concerns and identifying leadership  
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for the campaign. The housing 
action group will identify a strat-
egy that will engage leaders in a 
research process that will help the 
campaign identify a smaller part of 
the affordable housing problem to 
address in Washington County. All 
three groups are already hard at 
work! 

 
 

 
 
 

Members of Christ the King 
parish in Minneapolis are hard at 
work on the affordable housing 
issue. In mid-March, parishioner 
Adele Della Torre hosted an inau-
gural District Dialogue with mem-
bers of the Metropolitan Council in 
her home. Council member Frank 
Hornstein, who represents Della 
Torre’s neighborhood on the Met 
Council, and Council Chair Ted 
Mondale, both attended. The meet-
ing included time for informal 
dialogue with council members.  
 
Participants also learned the details 
of a Met Council proposal to tie 
funding for transportation and 
infrastructure to a community’s 
success in developing affordable 
housing. The Council wants to 
award points to cities based on the 
amount of affordable housing they 
have developed. The points will 
determine how much Met Council 
money that community receives for 
other needs. 
 
On the heels of that meeting, ten 
members of Christ the King 
attended a Met Council hearing. 
The Council heard testimony from 
public officials and citizens. Seven  
or eight of those from the parish 
took the opportunity to testify. 
 
 

 
The Church of Saint John Neu-
mann in Eagan has been working 
at the local level on affordable 
housing. Over the past few years, 
they have met with members of the 
Metropolitan Council and the state 
legislature. Recently, they have 
turned their attention to the Eagan 
City Council. Along with other 
congregations, they provided input 
as the city developed its compre-
hensive plan for housing.  
 
In February, 185 residents of 
Eagan, including several members 
from St. John Neumann, presented 
a petition signed by 575 citizens to 
the city council to demonstrate 
growing concern regarding afford-
able housing. Parishioners at St. 
John Neumann worked hard to 
secure many of these signatures. 
The parish then hosted a breakfast 
with several developers and public 
officials to discuss what other 
communities had done to build 
affordable housing as a way of 
providing public officials in Eagan 
with a sense of what they might do 
in their own community. 
 
The Pastor, Rev. Bob Schwartz, 
was very involved in these efforts. 
He preached a homily on the af-
fordable housing crisis during 
advent. He devoted a column in the 
bulletin to the topic. He wrote 
fellow clergy in Eagan urging them 
to take a stand on the issue, and he 
exchanged letters with the mayor 
of Eagan, Patricia Awada, chal-
lenging her to take some leadership 
in addressing the problem in the 
community.    
 

Matt Gladue 

� � � � � �  

�������

�� ���	�
 ���



� �

6 - April, 2001 

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����
����
����� �!�	���"������
��#���

 
Parishioners at Saint Luke in Saint 
Paul have long been involved in both 
the work of direct service and the 
work of justice. Last summer, St. 
Lukers were getting prepared to 
work to change affordable housing 
policy at the same time they were 
preparing to build a Habitat for Hu-
manity house.  
 
The social justice committee decided 
to take advantage of the situation. 
They arranged to make a power point 
presentation regarding the affordable 
housing crisis to Habitat volunteers 
during their lunch break on the con-
struction site. The presentation high-
lighted the scope of the affordable 
housing problem and the public poli-
cies at the root of the problem. They 
also outlined concrete policy solu-
tions. The committee then asked vol-
unteers to fill out an evaluation that  
included a question that asked  
volunteers to express interest in 
working on issues of affordable 
housing policy.  
 
About half of the volunteers ex-
pressed an interest. Members of the 
committee then met individually with 
these volunteers to determine the 
roots of their interest in housing and 
the depth of the commitment they 
wanted to make to work on the issue. 
 
Those meetings were followed by 
specific invitations: invitations to  
attend public meetings the parish 

sponsored with 
local and state 
decision makers; 
invitations to 
visit with area 
business leaders 
to hear their  
concerns about  

 
 

 
housing; invitations to do legislative 
advocacy. The volunteers were walk-
ing on both feet! 
 
So here are the crucial steps of the 
Saint Luke’s process: 
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Find stories, facts, and other  
information that provides volun-
teers with a sense of the scope of 
the problem they’re trying to  
address through direct service. 
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Give volunteers some time to  
reflect on their direct service  
experience and some time to share 
their thoughts on your educational 
effort. Ask them if they want to get 
involved in the work of justice. 
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Meet individually with volunteers 
who express an interest in justice 
work. Why is this issue important 
to them? Who are they? What do 
they value? What do they want to 
happen on this issue? 
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Ask volunteers to do something 
specific for justice. Ask them to 
write a letter, schedule a meeting 
with a public official, or attend a 
meeting of a local organization. 

 

 


"" ��	�����
� ������
��

�
�������
� �#��������

������� ���� �
������

��� ��
�
�������

�����
��������� �
�����!��

$ ���
������
���

�����������
�%� ��
�����

����
��������
������
��

����������� ��&'�






� � � � � � �����
� �
� ���
�� 

���� ���& - - ' �
D $� $�: �
 � � � 
 ��

Matthew Gladue,  



April, 2001  -  7 

� �

 
 
�����
�������
����
�
����

����������	�
���
�������������	�
���
�������������	�
���
�������������	�
���
�������
����������
���������������������
���������������������
���������������������
���������������
����������������������������������������






��������� ������ �����!�����

"�	��
��������������!���#��!��

��������$����	����� �������!����


��%����	�������&�������	�$��'��

�����������������	�
���
����

���
�������������
�

$	�������������(�����)����������

������������������	�����	���!�����

����������	���������������	�$��'��

�����
��������������*��+,,�+�-*���

	����������	��������� 

����������������������������  

 
 


��
���� �
!�"
��#��$�%%�

�������
�������	�
��������
�������
�������	�
��������
�������
�������	�
��������
�������
�������	�
������������

.//.0,������

����

Are we stewards of the earth?  
Is global climate change an issue of faith? 
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The Twin Cities Religion and Labor Network will sponsor  
a conference , May 1-2, on “Good Works: A Conference on 
Labor and Faith. 
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Wednesday, May 2, will be a day of learning and discus-
sion including a morning keynote, lunch, workshops, mu-
sic, and opportunities to act. 
 
Sowers of Justice who want to make a difference in  
the lives of low-wage workers should not miss this event.  
It is an excellent opportunity to learn and build relationships 
with our brothers and sisters in the labor movement.  
See you there? 
 
Continuing education credits will be available. For further 
information, or to receive a brochure, please call:   
Bob Hulteen at 612-501-9186 or e-mail him at  
bobhulteen@aol.com. 
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