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2004 means another state legislative  
session and another tumultuous election 
year. In the midst of all of this political 
frenzy, we are called to be faithful  
citizens. That call is never more important 
than in a time that features a presidential 
race at the federal level and a race for  
every seat in the House of Representatives 
at the state level. If we hope to be faithful 
citizens when we cast our votes in  
November, we must also become informed 
citizens in the months leading up to  
the election.  
 
Becoming an informed citizen means  
obtaining two different kinds of knowledge: 
all of us need the facts, the figures, and  
the frame. That is, we need to know some  
of the raw data that relates to issues we  
care about, and we need to be able to  
tell a story about that data in such a way  
that we appeal to a wide variety of citizens 
across political lines to take meaningful  
action. 
 
Facts, figures, and frames are not  
enough, however. We also need what  
Ed Chambers calls “social knowledge”. 
That is, we need to learn about politics 
through participation. We need to share  
our facts, figures, and frames with decision 
makers in real dialogue, and then reflect  
on the experience. Are they really listening 
to us, or are they simply playing the  
politics of accommodation, agreeing  
with us only as long as we’re in the 
same room?  
 

What would make them more likely to 
listen and take meaningful action? Do we 
really have the power to make a change on 
this issue? Answering these questions can 
only occur through interaction—that is,  
action, reaction, and reflection that leads  
to further action. 
 
Developing both kinds of knowledge 
through active participation in this year’s 
legislative efforts will truly deepen our  
capacity to act as faithful citizens.  
Building our knowledge can begin with 
this overview, but it cannot end here if  
we hope to build God’s kingdom. 
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Any discussion of the 2004 legislative  
session has to begin with a focus on the  
last legislative session. Here are some of  
the stories we’re hearing about the effects 
of last year’s budget cuts:  
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These are two of many stories. The 
message is simple: many people are 
feeling the effects of the cuts. 
 
Because the cuts are being phased in, 
it is difficult to assess the full extent 
of the damage done. As these and 
other stories demonstrate, however, 
real cuts continue to cause real pain 
for real people in our state. In this  
and future legislative sessions, faith-
ful citizens need to heal that pain 
through organizing and action. 
 
As we undertake the work of faithful 
citizenship, it’s important to take a 
look at the signs of the times and to 
get a sense of what’s important as 
legislators return to St. Paul. 
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As we organize and take action, it is 
more clear than ever that Catholics 
are politically homeless, and that we 
have important work to do on both 
sides of the aisle to move our agenda. 
 
The strongest factor driving DFL  
legislators this session will be the 
2004 election. Specifically, legislators 
will try to do everything they can to 
win back the House of Representa-
tives and bolster their majority in  
the Senate.  
 
A recent meeting with a DFL  
Senator revealed what this might 
mean for issues important to the 
Catholic community. When asked 
about the emphasis the Senate  
majority caucus would put on  
housing, the legislator said that no 
significant discussions had taken 
place in his caucus about the issue.  
In other words, housing is not, at 
the moment, a priority for the  
Senate majority caucus. The  
legislator made it clear that  
housing was not necessarily an  
issue that appealed to voters in his  

 
 
 
 
district, or in others where the DFL 
hopes to be successful.   
 
The conclusion is clear: Electoral 
self-interest will rule the day. To  
win control of the legislature, DFL 
legislators will try to appeal to  
voters in the suburbs, focusing on  
issues like education, health care,  
and transportation. They may work 
on some issues that are key to  
making the economy work for low-
income people (like health care and 
perhaps the minimum wage) but  
they will also give short shrift to  
other issues that are vitally  
important (like housing) because 
those issues do not help them  
advance an electoral agenda. 
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The Governor and the House  
majority caucus exerted a tremen-
dous amount of power in the last  
legislative session. They successfully 
scaled back a number of social 
programs that they saw as excessive 
and won major victories on social  
issues as well.  
 
As the 2004 election approaches,  
Republican legislators will try to  
distance themselves from the pain 
caused by cuts made during the  
2003 session. The Governor’s  
overtures on the environment and  
initiatives like the “super-teacher” 
proposal are an effort to make the 
party look more moderate than the 
spending cuts might otherwise imply.  
 
At the same time, Republicans  
will also try to consolidate the gains 
they made during the last legislative 
session. The so-called “taxpayers bill 
of rights” is the most highly visible 
effort to build on last year’s success. 
If it passes, it could effectively render 
last year’s budget cuts permanent.  

 

�� � � ��� � � 	 ��
� � ��� � � �� ��

���� �

�� � � ��� � � 	 �� � ��� � � �� ��



January, 2004 - 3 

� �
����

�

 

���������	
���
��������������	
���
��������������	
���
��������������	
���
���������
����
'������(�	)����	**�	+,,-'������(�	)����	**�	+,,-'������(�	)����	**�	+,,-'������(�	)����	**�	+,,-				
				

��.��
�
���	��.��
�
���	��.��
�
���	��.��
�
���	�
�	���	�
�	���	�
�	���	�
�	���	"����	
������"����	
������"����	
������"����	
������				
/	�&�&	��	0	�&�&/	�&�&	��	0	�&�&/	�&�&	��	0	�&�&/	�&�&	��	0	�&�&				

				
��	����	��	���	�������	�

��	����	��	���	�������	�

��	����	��	���	�������	�

��	����	��	���	�������	�

���	�
��������	���	�
��������	���	�
��������	���	�
��������	
��.����(	��(	1��
	1�	����
������	��.����(	��(	1��
	1�	����
������	��.����(	��(	1��
	1�	����
������	��.����(	��(	1��
	1�	����
������					
����	���	�����	�����
��(	�
	)�

�����	����	���	�����	�����
��(	�
	)�

�����	����	���	�����	�����
��(	�
	)�

�����	����	���	�����	�����
��(	�
	)�

�����					
��	�
����	�
	��������
�	���	2�����(	��	���	�
����	�
	��������
�	���	2�����(	��	���	�
����	�
	��������
�	���	2�����(	��	���	�
����	�
	��������
�	���	2�����(	��	����	���	���	���	
�
	)�

�����&	��(	�
	���	 ���	1���	����	�
	)�

�����&	��(	�
	���	 ���	1���	����	�
	)�

�����&	��(	�
	���	 ���	1���	����	�
	)�

�����&	��(	�
	���	 ���	1���	����					
(��	������
	�
�	�����
	3������	1���	(��	������
	�
�	�����
	3������	1���	(��	������
	�
�	�����
	3������	1���	(��	������
	�
�	�����
	3������	1���	
1����
	(���	��
��������
&1����
	(���	��
��������
&1����
	(���	��
��������
&1����
	(���	��
��������
&				

				
♦ #���
	�!���	������	�#���
	�!���	������	�#���
	�!���	������	�#���
	�!���	������	�
�	��1	��
�	��1	��
�	��1	��
�	��1	��				
!�	�	������
!�	�	������
!�	�	������
!�	�	������
4444��!!(���&��!!(���&��!!(���&��!!(���&				

				

♦ )���	1���	��1������&)���	1���	��1������&)���	1���	��1������&)���	1���	��1������&				
				

♦ �
����
��	)�

�����	�����(&�
����
��	)�

�����	�����(&�
����
��	)�

�����	�����(&�
����
��	)�

�����	�����(&				

				
				
�����������
	!���
�	��������������
	!���
�	��������������
	!���
�	��������������
	!���
�	���44445�
���(&5�
���(&5�
���(&5�
���(&				
				

								'�	���
'�	���
'�	���
'�	���
	���	����	5�#
	��		���	����	5�#
	��		���	����	5�#
	��		���	����	5�#
	��					
								6*+6*+6*+6*+444478,78,78,78,4444068,�	068,�	068,�	068,�					.����	5�#
��	.����	5�#
��	.����	5�#
��	.����	5�#
��																	 				
								1�!	����	��	111&3���&����	��1�!	����	��	111&3���&����	��1�!	����	��	111&3���&����	��1�!	����	��	111&3���&����	��				
								�����	5��(	��	5��(93���&��������	5��(	��	5��(93���&��������	5��(	��	5��(93���&��������	5��(	��	5��(93���&���				
				
				

5�#
	��(	�
	���	 5�#
	��(	�
	���	 5�#
	��(	�
	���	 5�#
	��(	�
	���	 ���	��	�����
���	!(	������	��	�����
���	!(	������	��	�����
���	!(	������	��	�����
���	!(	���				
5��
�	���������	#��������.�	
�������
&5��
�	���������	#��������.�	
�������
&5��
�	���������	#��������.�	
�������
&5��
�	���������	#��������.�	
�������
&				

				
				

����
����

�����!"��	 ���#�����$��� � � ��� � � 	 ��
� � ��� � � ����

 
:	��
��
�	$���:	��
��
�	$���:	��
��
�	$���:	��
��
�	$���;;;;				

		���	<��	5���	�	��
��
�	$���		���	<��	5���	�	��
��
�	$���		���	<��	5���	�	��
��
�	$���		���	<��	5���	�	��
��
�	$��� 
 
The 2003 session dealt almost  
entirely with setting a budget for  
2004 and 2005. The 2004 session is a 
bonding session, meaning that  
legislators will focus primarily on 
borrowing money to build various 
public works projects. 
 
However, there will be much  
more at stake than bonding. Along 
with debates about how much we 
should borrow to make capital  
improvements throughout the state, 
there will be substantive debates  
on a number of issues unrelated to 
bonding. 
 
The so-called “taxpayers bill of 
rights” will put a debate about  
the role of taxes in our society  
front and center in this legislative  
session. There will be as many as  
six proposals from legislators  
and advocacy groups focused on 
health care. Educational standards 
will provide fodder for substantive 
debate as well. 
 
Given all this, it seems unlikely that 
the legislature will finish prior to 
Passover and Easter celebrations, 
which come this year in the first full 
week of April. That is the goal of the 
Governor’s office, but a short session 
may not be in the best interests of  
Minnesota’s citizens.  
 
There are real, substantive issues be-
fore us which legislators and citizens 
need time and space to discuss and 
deliberate about. There will be plenty 
of time for campaigning in June.  
Until then, legislators should take all 
the time they need to adequately and  
thoroughly address key issues. 
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Given all of these factors, what  
follows is an overview of our  
legislative priorities for the year: 
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Over the past several months,  
staff of OSJ has been meeting with 
individuals and groups from parishes 
throughout the archdiocese to  
discuss how to increase their par-
ishes’ commitment to the social 
mission of the Church. In our conver-
sations we asked and were asked 
tough questions. Questions like: How 
does a parish fully integrate justice 
into its day-to-day life? What will it 
take to compel parish members to 
take a stand for their faith values in 
the public arena? How do we  
communicate about Catholic social 
teaching in a way that invites people 
into meaningful conversation? And in 
every discussion, in every parish 
there was consensus: To make a 
difference, we need leaders.   
 
Our parishes need people who are 
willing to step-up to the incredible 
challenge of working for change.  
Change in their parish, their  
communities, and change in the 
world. We need leaders in our  
parishes to take a stand for what they 
believe and then work to bring that 
belief into reality. Many people shy 
away from describing themselves as 
leaders, but leadership is a quality all 
of us can attain because it flows from 
our experience.   
 
To help nurture and develop  
leadership, the Office for Social 
Justice has created a substantive,  
but reflective leadership develop- 
ment process that honors the  
individual’s experience and world-
view. This process starts this month 
with the Leadership Institute. The 
Leadership Institute is a four-part 
series designed specifically for parish 
teams committed to justice education  
 

and to furthering the integration of 
justice into the life of their parish.  
  
Parish leadership teams will be 
meeting on the four Tuesday nights  
in January. A commitment of four  
Tuesdays in January is pretty  
significant…especially in a  
Minnesota winter! So what  
motivates people to choose leader-
ship?  When we asked that question 
of the leadership team at the  
Church of St. Patrick in Inver  
Grove Heights, here is what they 
told us:  
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St. Patrick’s leadership team includes 
Judy and Larry Solarz, Larry Ryan, 
Deane Illk, Judy Eiden and Pat  
Williams. As we journey through this 
leadership development process over 
the next 18 months, we will share 
more leadership stories in future 
issues of Seeds.   
 

Deb O’Brien, Parish Organizing 
 

�

�



January, 2004 - 5 

� �
��������	
���
�������������	
���
�������������	
���
�������������	
���
���������

��%���������(�%'� 

 
��	�����
���	�
������
���
 
�
�

Understanding the social mission 
means recognizing that the essential 
message is about people. It is not an 
abstract thought about how God loves 
and how we should love. Rather it is 
about seeing and hearing the people 
of the local community, it is about 
their hopes and fears and the distress 
they experience in attempting to be 
part of our community. 
 
��

That is what the Journey to Justice 
Retreat is about. A day for 300  
participants of the 25 JustFaith groups 
to come together and find strength in 
their numbers and inspiration in what 
they will experience. This day is 
about meeting people of the commu-
nity who will tell their stories. We 
will learn how they are organizing 
themselves in order to realize stability 
in their lives and learn how they can 
make contributions to the community. 
Groups such as Centro Campesino,  
a group of migrant farm workers,  
and Family and Children Services, 
low wage earners organizing  
themselves for jobs and affordable 
housing, will put a face on the 
church’s social mission.  
 
Centered in prayer and reflections 
about social sin and grace, this day 
allows JF participants to learn about 
the profound Catholic social principle 
of solidarity. This retreat day is  
February 7, 2004. Pray for and with 
all those involved. 

 
 

Sister Kerry O’Reilly 
Parish Organizing 
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Social change is about two things – 
education and action.   
 
St. Mary of the Lake in Plymouth 
is considering how to emphasize the  
first through a “blitz”. During the 
Lenten season this parish is  
organizing a week of intense 
reflection on the social mission 
through the homilies of the  
Eucharist, a longer presentation on 
Catholic social teaching and,  
finally, reflections by pastor  
Father Curt Lybarger. This 
intense look will be followed by  
opportunities for follow up in  
small groups, using the discussion 
tool, Signs of the Times, developed 
by OSJ. This small group reflection 
will continue in the Fall.   
Creative planning! 
 
 
Nativity Parish in Bloomington 
moved into action in relation to 
the funding of Southside Services.  
Alerted to the fact that these services 
for the physically challenged and 
mentally ill were being eliminated 
from the Hennepin County budget 
Sowers from Nativity wrote letters 
to Commissioner Randy Johnson. 
They were joined by other churches 
and concerned people in Bloomington 
and succeeded in keeping Southside 
Services in the budget. 
 
Congratulations on a successful  
collective action!  
�

Sister Kerry O’Reilly 
Parish Organizing 
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Matt Gladue, Public Policy 
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Sunday, February 15, 2004 
 

2:00—5:00 p.m. 

 
St. Richard Catholic Church 
= 8 � � �% � � � �+ � � � � � �� � � �
 �
> �! 
 ��� ����� �� � � 
� �� �
�
+ ? : @ " + A�
���� �� A� 8 ��� ? � �
 � 	�� � �
���� �2 A� 8 ��� ) � �! � � � �� � ��0� �	� �� ! ��� � 
�
���� �2 A2 � ��� B � � � � �� A�� � 	�� �: �� � � �" � 	� ; � �
���� �2 A' 8 ��� : ! � � � � �! �0� $ � ! ��
���� �' A' � ��� 0� $ � ! ��� � �4 � � ���� 
�� � ��
���� ����������� @ � �� 
  � 	
 � � �
�
���� �� A� � ��� 4 �� ��& � ��) 
 � ��C � � �� � � �" � ��� ��
���� ����������� � � � � �� 
 � � � � ��� �� �. 	� � � � �
���� ����������� 0� � �� 	� ��� � �� � 
�� � �
���� �� A8 � ��� � � ����� �+ ! ��� � �
 
� $ � � 
� 	� �� � �+ ���� � ! � ��� 	�4 � �	��
4 � �� 	� ��0� � �� 	� ��� � �> � �� 	� �5+ 4 4 0> � 6�
� � ��! 
 � �	� �� � ��
 � �& ���! � ��� 	�
� � ! �� ��� � 
��! � �5& � � 6��
 
4 � 0�� 	�� �	� � �
�	� ��� � ��� 	� �! � � �� ! ���
�
 � �& ���! � ��� 	�� � ! �� ��� � 
��! � �� ��
D 8 � *2 E � *� � = = ���� ' � 7� � , � ��4 " �
�� � , � 1 " �� � 8�� � � 	 #�

�

 
 
�

 

 

Holy Week in Ciudad Juarez—El Paso 
 

April 7—11, 2004 
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Third Annual Building Racially Inclusive Communities Conference 
 
 

May 6-8, 2004 — Holiday Inn in Fargo, North Dakota 
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Legislative Briefings, 2004 
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