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VIEW FROM THE UNDERSIDE

In the last two weeks | have participated
in two of the latest organizing activities
of the Sowers of Justice Network. Sowers
from Anoka and Hennepin counties met
with me in their county working groups
while the Sowers of Ramsey and
Washington counties met with Matt
Gladue. Each event was a gathering to
plan strategy and action on housing and
welfareissues.

Reflecting on this gathering of Christians
| recalled similar meetingsin Brazil.

In the barrio where | lived there were
many high hills and each one had a
small Christian community organized
among the residents. | often climbed the
hills to visit these communities nestled
just a step below a panoramic mountain-
top display of such great beauty it took
your breath away. When | walked down
to meet with the community, however,
the view was very different. Their reality
was not that distant beauty. It was the
underside view, shortened and explicit in
details, like that from the valley. In my
visits with the community, the people
shared their experiences of poverty and
oppression along with their communal
reflection on gospel values. In these meet-
ings they recognized that the liberation
and hope presented in the gospel was not
reflected in the social and economic con-
ditions of their own lives. That judgment
led them to understand the need for
change in the social order and to act to
create those changes.

As| recalled this experience from Brazil

| reflected on the 2002 legidl ative session
that has just ended. The American politi-
cal process callsfor some elected citizens
to represent others, to stand, if you will, at
the top of the mountain and make judg-
ments about the general needs of the state.
They often rely on special interest groups
and political partiesto help them seethe
needs that should become a priority.

They find themselves the objects of great
lobbying campaigns as citizen groups
sharpen their skills of political persuasion.
But if our legislators only listen to some
special interests on the one hand or are
blinded by the general panoramic view,
on the other, they will not always make
decisions that are in the best interests of
the state of Minnesota. They may too
readily compromise and, in the end, leave
some people and their important concerns
behind.

These thoughts brought me once again
to County Working Groups. As Sowers

(Continued on page 2)
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of Justice we have aunique view in
our role as advocates for justice. We
look at issues, the concrete problems
of our reality, and ask the question
“how does this affect the poor and
vulnerable?’ Our experience, for the
most part, is not that of the under-
side, but our desire for justice leads
us to look at how peopl€ slives are
affected. There are many who are
“living theissue” and cannot articu-
late that experience and thus are un-
ableto be agents for change. Their
reaity gives evidence, however, to
the need for change and as Sowers of
Justice we advocate for that change.

In the democratic process one view
cannot dominate, just as one poalitica
philosophy cannot dominate. If the
processis to be effective than many
views must be available for consid-
eration. The view from the underside
isvital for our socia structuresto be
responsive to human need. The
panoramic view must include this
underside in order for social struc-
turesto be asinclusive as possible.

It is the responsibility and obligation
then for Sowers of Justiceto help
give voiceto the
often silent and
still yearnings of
thoseliving in
poverty.

Formation as
Sowersisan on-
going process that
begins with reflec-
tion on the church’s
social mission.
Through ongoing
training, we become citizen
advocates with the power to
change socia systems. The county
working groups provide another
opportunity for usto enter this
ongoing educational process. The
steering committees from Washing-
ton, Anoka, Ramsey and Hennepin

ly
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counties have met to begin the
process of planning for the 2003
legidlative session. The issues

of welfare reform and affordable
housing are the focus of the action
because of the way these issues
affect the daily lives of the people
involved.

The first meeting of the counties
organized research visitsin loca
communitiesto find allies who will
support the agenda of moving people
out of poverty and creating afford-
able housing for every family. The
second meeting isto organize for in-
teraction with the candidates who
will be seeking election for the state
offices next fall. A plan to educate
and communicate with elected offi-
ciadsisthe agendafor the third meet-
ing so that legidators become aware
of the valley’ s view and how peo-
ple' slives are affected in these is-
sues. The fourth meeting is planned
to create specific action strategies
that will encourage legidatorsto
make decisions that respond to

the needs of all Minnesotans.

You areinvited to participate in
any of the Sowers of Justice
county working groups. If

you are interested, contact
the Office for Social Justice
(651-291-4477) or any
member of the steering
committeeslisted in thisissue
under Parishes at Work.

As advocates we see the
experience of others with
some understanding, as
Christians we observe this experi-
ence through the lens of the gospel,
and as Sowers of Justice we put
this reflection into action that
promotes right relationships.

Sister Kerry O'Reilly
Parish Organizing




Public Policy

Legislative Summary—2002

by Kathleen Tomlin

| was actually tempted to leave this column blank because, in fact, the legisl a-
tive accomplishments of this session were quite minimal. Most of our success
was largely defensivein nature. Whilethisis not a surprise given the budget
shortfall, it is still disappointing to come away with so little. For people of
faith who believe that state policies and budgets are moral documents reflec-
tive of the values of a society, it was an especialy gut wrenching session.

While the legidlature preserved many programs that support low income
families, its handling of the budget deficit wasfiscally irresponsible. The
current year fiscal crisis was only averted through accounting machinations
and administrative cuts that will significantly affect the state’s ability to
deliver the programs that were |eft in tact. The legislature’s failure to seriously
consider increasing taxes means that those who will be elected to servein
2003 will have to revisit a$1 billion annual budget deficit.

This entire session callsinto question how Minnesotans value the common
good. Legidative leaders whose mgjor focus should be on the health of the
commonwealth failed to squarely deal with the priority needs of the state’s
communities. Concerned about the next election, they chose instead to cut
spending and spend the reserves as a way of temporarily avoiding the pain of
tax increases. While transportation, stadium proposals and bonding projects
received significant attention in the final days of the session, many of the
other needs of the state were largely ignored.

Members of the Sowers network could look upon the results of this session
with disdain and become discouraged—the temptation to do so is certainly
understandable. But as people of hope, we must look beyond this session,

and challenge the candidates of 2002 to be the legislators we need in 2003.

Hereis a snapshot comparison of the Sower’ s of Justice agenda

with the 2002 results:

Sowers of Justice Legislative Agenda 2002 Legislative Results

« Protect housing programs from cuts. « Minimal program cuts; plus, $16.2 million in
the bonding bill for the construction of
housing for homeless veterans.

« Establish an inclusionary housing policy. « Voluntary inclusionary housing policy that
allows cities to negotiate incentives with
developers that include affordable housing
in their developments.

» Three year moratorium on MFIP 60 » Moratorium did not pass; technical

month time lime. changes allowing for extensions in cases
of domestic violence and for those waiting
for SSI determination did pass.

* Protect basic health and cash assistance » General Assistance and General Assistance

safety net programs. Medical Care were left in tact.

« Strengthen Minnesota’s Campaign « Did not pass.

Finance Reform laws.

|
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Acting for Justice

People and Parishes at Work

Congratulations to the Sowers of
Justice of Christ the King Parish,
Minneapolis. Each year the non-profit
organization, CommonBond, gives
the Archbishop John R. Roach award
to agroup that has promoted and
actively worked for affordable
housing.

Christ the King Sower s received the
award this year for their work on The
Boulevard, a project for affordable
housing in Southwest Minneapolis.
They were commended especially for
their coalition building, describing it
as “waork to coalesce the influence of
awide variety of community mem-
bers toward justice for all persons...”
These Sowers continue to be involved
through the coalition that was formed
and is till growing called SWING
and through the activities of the Hen-
nepin County Working Group.

Anoka County is now offering a
dynamic new group called Anoka
County Justice Action Group. Leaders
and Sowers from St. William Parish
in Fridiey and St. Joseph Parish in
Lino Lakes met to begin a process of
strategic planning that will carry them
into the 2003 legidative session. This
Action Group offered two different
meeting times, one a Saturday morn-
ing and the other a Thursday evening,
to Sowers and anyone interested in
joining in their action for justice.
Being the only two Sowers parishes
in Anoka County the members of the
steering committee made contact with
other parishesto encourage their
involvement. Commitments were
made by the 20 interested people who
participated to make more than 30
visitsto leaders of the community
looking for aliesto work with the
group. The next meeting of the

action group is scheduled for July 10,
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7:00 p.m. a St. William Parishin
Fridley. If interested contact any
member of the steering committee:

Ellen Raeker 763-574-1811
Donna Beecroft 763-574-1780
Ina Lilhedahl 651-784-7140
Janet Lilleberg 763-780-1047
Deb O'Brien 763-780-2350

The Hennepin County Working
Group met on May 14 with 56 people
participating. The steering committee
with representatives from St. Bona-
venture, Bloomington, St. John the
Baptist, Excelsior, Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Bloomington,
St. Albert the Great, Minneapoalis,
Christ the King, Minneapolis, St.
Joseph the Worker, Maple Grove
and St. Frances Cabrini, Minneapo-
lis organized atwo hour session to
explore the issues and outline a strat-
egy to organize commitments for
research visits within the community.
Nearly 100 commitments were made
by this group to find allies who sup-
port our goals and can help tell the
story to decision makers. The group
welcomes anyone who would like to
join them as they organize through
the remainder of 2002 and prepare -
for the 2003 legidative session. The
next meeting is June 18, 7:00 p.m. at
Christ the King Parish in Minneapo-
lis. Feel freeto contact any member
of the steering committee:

Roz Bailey 952-835-6898
Julie Lasota 952-884-6624
Ken Kipka 952-881-9286
Adele Della Torre 612-920-9717
Mary Jane Mitchell 612-824-8296

651-699-4517
952-474-6612
952-474-7670
763-420-4231

John Deharpporte
Lee/Kon Wurm
Phil/Judy Bartscheller
Tom Orne

Nearly 100 people from 14 par-
ishes gathered May 4 at St.
John Neumann to learn more
about JustFaith, an extended
justice education/formation
process sponsored by Catholic
Charities USA. This 6-9 month
process involves study, reflec-
tion, discussion and action and
parallels a similar format used in
parish RCIA processes.

Presenter Jack Jezreel first in-
troduced this process in 1989
while working in a parish in Ken-
tucky. For the last several years
he has helped train parishes
around the country. The Office
for Social Justice will work with
parishes interested in commit-
ting to the JustFaith process by
helping with materials and ac-
tion opportunities.

Michael Griffin, Issue and Advocacy




Sowers Challenge

Delegates to the Sowers Dele-
gate Assembly wrapped up the
year with a productive session
evaluating the past year and
looking ahead to next year.
Delegates expressed great ap-
preciation for the opportunity to
come together and learn from
each other. They value the
sense of support and connec-
tion in creating the Sowers net-
work.

Delegates challenged them-
selves and each other to make
a strong showing at next year’'s
Sowers membership assembly
and county working groups. The
evening finished with a “grand
toast” for the work already done
and the challenges of the future.

Michael Griffin, Issue and Advocacy

Acting for Justice

Parishes at work conue

N obody’ s taking the summer
off in Ramsey County! Ramsey

County Sowers of Justice met on May
16 at the Church of St. Peter Claver.
Over 30 parishioners from the Cathe-
dral of Saint Paul, Nativity of Our
Lord, the Church of Saint Jerome,
the Church of St. Cecilia, the
Church of Saint Mark, Corpus
Christi, and the Church of St. Peter
Claver, attended.

Parti cipants |earned more about the
affordable housing and welfare re-
form issues. They aso learned how to
do community research visits, action
in the public arena aimed at identify-
ing new allies and bringing new
voicesto bear at the state legidature.
The parishesinvolved committed to
doing nearly 40 research visits with
potential allies throughout Ramsey
County.

In addition to doing research visits,
some Ramsey County Sowers mem-
bers want to get more suburban
churches in the county involved in the
housing and welfare reform cam-
paign. They will visit with representa-
tives from these parishes in the sum-
mer and early fall.

Members of the Steering Committee
include:

Lisa Hambidge, Nativity of Our Lord
Peter Butler, Nativity of Our Lord

Bill Richtman, Nativity of Our Lord
Joanne Mason, St. Mark

Joe and Jeanette Clements, St. Mark
Jim Kielkopf, St. Mark

Carrie Buysee, Cathedral

Carrie Schmitz, Cathedral

Nonnie and Jim Andre, Corpus Christi
Joan and Gene Genarro, Corpus Christi
Allison Williams, St. Peter Claver

ashington County Sowers of

Justice continue their focus on
affordable housing in the city of
Woodbury. After a successful
Housing Action Forum, the steering
committee doubled, leaping from 8
membersto 18 members. In avery
exciting planning meeting, the
steering committee developed a
comprehensive housing platform
for the city of Woodbury.

They called on the city to do four
things:

build affordable housing in every
new development

e build housing aimed at families mak-
ing 60% of Area Median Income

» increase a local tax levy that
currently funds affordable housing

» waive fees developers pay to
connect to utilities—these fees are
among the most expensive for
developers

The group now plansto build a
broader coalition of faith communi-
ties and other groups interested in
urging the city to make this plat-
form areality. They have assembled
an educational presentation, and
have plans to meet with members

of other area congregationsin the
near future.

In the meantime, Washington
County Sowers continue to |obby
for specific affordable housing
projects in Woodbury as away
of maintaining their presence.

Matt Gladue
Parish Organizing
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Skills for Public Life

Moving On...To Elections 2002

Just because thislegidative sessionis
compl ete doesn’t mean that Minneso-
tans can be complacent. On the con-
trary, it istime to meet the candidates
on the campaign trail. Thisisan im-
portant opportunity for faithful citi-
zens and the church to give voice to
the values and issues they expect to
be part of the debate and deliberation
of the 2002 election. While both
church and citizens have arole to
play during an election time, their
roles are distinctly different.

The Church, of course, isinterested
in politics because the palitical proc-
ess helps transform social institutions
so that they more fully embody the
social and moral values of the Gos-
pel. Activity in the political order,
therefore, should not be optional or
marginal or accidental. It is at the
heart of what it means to be faithful
to the mission of the church. To
guote John Carr, staff of the Bishop’s
Conference, “the challenge of the
church is to be principled without
being ideological, to be political
without being partisan, to be civil
without being soft, to be involved
without being used.”

Clearly, the church or representatives
of the church should never bein-
volved in partisan palitics. Therole
of the church is guided by two impor-
tant principles during elections:

« Church institutions and parishes do
not take positions for or against
particular parties or individuals.

* The church instructs Catholic voters
to examine the positions of the candi-
dates on the full range of issues as
well as the candidates’ integrity,
philosophy and performance.

Citizens are then responsible for
using the information they glean
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during the campaign to justify avote
for or against a certain candidate.
Catholics who agree on moral princi-
ples can and do disagree on what can-
didate can best get the job done. But
we have to do our homework.

Faithful citizens must become fully
informed on the issues and candidates
before they enter the voting booth.

2002 is an incredibly important year
for citizen input. The turnover at the
legislature may be unprecedented.
Many current office holders are giv-
ing up or giving in or giving out or
just giving someone €l se a chance.
Let'sfaceit, public serviceis hard
work. Public servicein avacuumis
impossible work.

This election will chalenge the
public to get to know many newcom-
ersto the political arena. First time
candidates are happy to have support
in learning the issues; they want to
know what their potential constitu-
entsthink. As aresult, citizens have
the opportunity to influence and
educate candidates even before they
begin any official tenure.

And so, click on to web sites, call the
candidates, find out where they are
speaking, take the time to ask some
guestions and to let the candidates
know how you read the signs of the
times. Go to the town forum, the
house meeting, the neighborhood
barbeque, the county and state fairs.
Ask afriend, aneighbor, a spouse, a
child to accompany you in your mis-
sion to find out who you feel will best
represent your values and your vision
for Minnesotain the next two/four
years.

Kathleen Tomlin
Public Policy




Catholic Social Teaching 1891-- Present:
A Historical, Theological and Ethical Analysis

Charles E. Curran, (Georgetown University Press, Washington D.C., 2002)

, N If you are generally familiar with Catholic social teaching and want to go a step further
N in exploring its meaning and methodology, then this new book is a must read. In the
words of Richard P. McBrien, this is "the best one-volume exposition and analysis of
Catholic social teaching in our time." Curran studies the methodology and content of
the teaching and provides a broad sweeping analysis of the historical development of
Catholic social thought from the perspective of ethics and theology. An exceptional

Bidding Farewell. . . work by an exceptional ethicist.

Charles E. Curran and Leslie Griffin,

It is with regret The Catholic Church, Morality and Politics.

that we announce New York: Paulist Press, 2001.

that Michael Griffin is This collection of over 30 essays on faith and politics includes works by some of the

leaving the Office for best Catholic experts in this field. The book is divided into four parts:
Social Justice.
1) The Legacy of John Courtney Murray
2) Public Theology and Public Square
Michael has taken a full 3) The Church's Public Role: U.S. Bishops and Commentators
. o . 4) Particular Issues: Capitalism in the Welfare State, Abortion, Gay and
time position in a parish. Leshian Rights, Religious Language and Public Square.

We wish him well, but
will miss his passion
for justice and sense of
humor here at OSJ.

This is an excellent collection of essays which collectively cover the topic
of morality and politics in a very thorough way.

Comments
Good Luck, Michael!

Please take a minute or two and send us your current
email address along with any comments you have
about the SEEDS newsletter.

Now is your time to give us your comments and suggestions.
We welcome your input and would appreciate hearing from
you. Let us know what you like about SEEDS—what would
you like to see added to the SEEDS newsletter?

Send your email updates and SEEDS comments to
mantajk@archspm.org

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Office for Social Justice
328 West Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55102

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SOWERS of JUSTICE

MEMBERSHIP ASSEMBLY 2002

St. Bonaventure Parish, Bloomington

5:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

6:45 p.m.

Gathering/Registration

Prayer and Dinner

Keynote: BISHOP PATES
Catholic Citizens: Shapers of History

Nonprofit Org.
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